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* At Heshbon’s Gate 
‘ By Adah Richmond 


Song of Solomon 7:4 


ae unto pools whose stilly depths 
Reflect to Heaven its own deep blue; 

Where, mirror-like, the bending face 
May there behold its image true — 

Siich are the eyes the Bridegroom seeks. 
Lord, fix our eyes on Thee anew. 


Pools ‘of Heshbon! Not aloof 

In quiet retreat our lot may be, 
But in the stronghold of the foe, 

Where Sihon reigns, where sin flaunts free— 
’Tis there Christ calls for mirrors true, 

’Tis there He would have thee and me. 


Bath-rabbim: Heshbon’s great Broadway, 
Bath-rabbim, “‘ Daughter of a Throng, °’ 
Where weary feet and sin-sick hearts 
Must pass and re-pass all day long — 
*Tis there Christ’s image must be seen, 
’Tis there His pools of peace belong. 


Perchance some faltering step today 

_May wander through Bath-rabbim street ; 
Tired, longing eyes with wistful gaze 

May crave some glimpse of Heaven to greet, 
And turning from the world aside 

May pause beside thy waters sweet. 


What matter how:the throng may press, 
If, looking on the Bridegroom’s face, 
Thou mirror in thine own heart’s depths 

Some likeness of His love and grace — 
If Heshbon’s poor lost one may say, 
“I have found Jesus in this place’? 








Enfolded in I AM 


Our only safety is to. be hidden in God. And 
that is exactly the safety we may have if we will. 
Christ longs to have us in this safe place, so he 
pleads, “Abide in me.”. When we first received Christ 
as Saviour the Holy Spirit grafted us into him, as a 
branch in a vine; thus having placed us in Christ in 
organic and eternal union, he asks us to recognize 
this fact and rest quietly where we are. That is 
abiding in Christ. The, moment we were born again 
by faith in Christ his death became our death, and his 
resurrection our spiritual resurrection now and here 
—it will be our bodily resurrection when he comes 
again. Therefore we read .the good news: “Ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 
3:3). Some one has well said: ‘Satan cannot under- 
stand the omnipotence of a life that is homed in God” 
For Satan cannot successfully reach that life; the 
shield of faith, as we abide in Christ, is “able to 
quench all the fiery. darts of the evil one” (Eph. 6: 
16). At the last Thanksgiving Conference at Amer- 


ica’s Keswick, Thomas M. Chalmers, of the New 
York Jewish Evangelization Society, brought a mar- 
velous message on “Life Before God,” and he called 
attention to a. startlingly beautiful fact in the Word 
of God. When our Lord said to the disciples just 
before his ascension from the Mount of Olives, “Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the age,” 
his words as given in the original Greek of the New 
Testament were: “Lo,-I with you am all the days, 
even unto the end of the age.” “I— with you—am.” 
“You” are in the midst of the Jehovah Jesus, the great 
I AM. As Mr. Chalmers said: “The great I AM 
is enfolding us every day, no matter what kind of a day 
it is.’ Do we need to be in a safer place? Shall we 
not rest trustfully and joyously just where we are? 


“x 


The Angeli of Mons 


Angels may be good or bad; they may be real or 
imaginary. There was much discussion, during the 
first year of the Great War, of the reports that British 
soldiers in the Mons retreat had seen angels and were 
cheered by this evidence cf supernatural protection. 
The Toronto Globe has recently called attention to a 
statement said to have been made by Colonel Friedrich 
Herzenwirth, formerly of the Imperial German Intel- 
ligence Service, that “the angel of Mons really existed, 
but they were motion pictures thrown upon the screen 
of foggy, white cloudbanks in Flanders by cinemato- 
graphic projecting machines mounted in German air- 
planes which hovered above the British lines.” This 
German colonel. further says that the Germans mis- 
calculated the effect of these apparitions; they had been 
intended to create stiperstitious terror in the British 
ranks and to cause a panic and refusal of the Allied 
soldiers to fight an enemy that enjoyed supernatural 
protection. But the British soldiers interpreted these 
“angels” as protectors of their own troops, and the 
enemy plan failed. The Globe comments: “Here is 
a striking testimony to the overruling power of God. 
. .. Such tactics have always been resorted to by the 
enemy. The apostle Paul points out in 2 Corinthians 
11:14 that the same tactics are used by Satan in his 
efforts to put to rout the army of God, when he says: 
‘And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into 
an angel of light.’ It is only when the foggy cloud- 
banks of sin are present that Satan finds a screen upon 


“Give Us This Day 


which to throw the false pictures of himself. But, 
thank God, when the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Jesus. Christ shines forth the mist and fog of sin is 
cleared away, and the man of sin is revealed —as 
the enemy. Satan is the Prince of the power of the 
air, but history proves conclusively that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth.” 
ya 


Believing Without Accepting 

Which is worse, not to believe God, or to believe 
what he says without accepting it? It is difficult 
to make a choice between these two evils. If one is 
worse than the other, it might seem to be the latter, 
for one who really believes that what God says is 
true, and yet does not accept it, is consciously rejecting 
more than the one whose mind and heart are blinded 
to the truth. There is greater responsibility with be- 
lief than without belief. And there may be greater 
suffering from this responsibility. A significant sen- 
tence is found in a letter given in “Famous Lives,” 
written by Lady Byron to Harriet Beecher Stowe: 
“Lord Byron believed in eternal punishment fully; 
for, though he reasoned against Christianity fully as 
it is commonly received, he could not reason himself 
out of it; and I think it made him desperate. He used 
to say, ‘The worst of it is, I do believe.’” - This re- 
minds one of the terrible condemnation and warning 
of the inspired Word in James’ Epistle: “Thou be- 
lievest that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, 
O vain man, that faith without works is dead?” (Jas. 
2:19, 20.) If an unsaved man, believing intellectually 
‘while rejecting Christ as the only way of escape, is 
held responsible, what grave responsibility rests upon 
the children of God, who have accepted Christ: as 
Saviour, yet who do not accept all that God’s Word 
declares to them concerning his will for them and the 
provisions of his grace in enabling them to do_ his 
will? For the unsaved, believing without accepting 
means the second death, which is the lake of fire 
(Rev. 20:14). For the saved, believing without ac- 
cepting means loss both here and hereafter, — not loss 
of salvation, but loss of the reward given for the 
works of faith. Such a child of God “shall suffer 
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire” 
(1 Cor. 3:15). 


Our Daily Bread” 


By An Unknown Christian 


to earth! Our Father in Heaven, the holi- 
ness of Heaven, the kingdom of Heaven, the 
obedience of Heaven — but give us bread! 

In this God-given prayer the greatest desires and 
the commonest needs stand side by side. Give us 
bread! Consciously or unconsciously every human 
being, every living creature, breathes this prayer. 
Unknowingly, countless millions of birds and beasts 
and fishes seek their meat from God.. Luther once 
said, “Even to feed the sparrows, God -spends more 
than ‘the revenues of the French king could buy.” 
“The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them 
their meat in due season” (Psa. 145: 15). 

Let us, however, think over this petition — familiar 
as it is—once again. “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” : 

Everything we possess or get is a gift; and “every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh ‘down from the Father of lights” (Jas. 1:17). 
And bread, not dainties, is God’s most perfect gift of 
food. As for the righteous man, “bread shall be given 
him; his waters shall be sure” (Isa. 33: 16) —but 


Wee a sudden drop this seems from Heaven 


. he is yet to ask for it, It is God who makes us both 


to desire “truth in the inward parts,” and also desire 
daily bread for our bedily needs. 





This is the. tenth article in the series on Perfect 
Prayer,” or “The Lord’s Prayer in Practice,” by the Un- 
known Christian of England. Two more articles, to be 
published in early issues, will conclude the series. 


We cannot buy or earn or merit any of God’s bless- 
ings. They are all gifts. Eternal life, which so many 


men strive to earn by works, is “the gift of God.” ° 


“Faith ... is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). 
ance is the gift of God (Acts 11: 18). 
receive. We are so prone to forget God and “all his 
benefits.” . This prayér reminds us day by day that it 
is his bread before it becomes ours. Is not. this why 
he has made frequent meals a necessity for wus? 
Grace at meals helps us to practice the presence of 
God. Today’s strength, bodily and spiritual, must 
come from today’s “bread.” He it is who spreads our 
table ; “who daily loadeth us with benefits.” And surely 
our food is given us, like all other bounties, “richly 
to enjoy.” 

We are to have no anxiety about our food. Will 
not our heavenly Father treat us as well as he does 
the sparrows? Look then at the prayer. In the Greek 
of the New Testament how expressive, how simple 
it is, “Our bread — our daily [bread] give us — today.” 
Yet look at the words in your Bible and you will see 
how difficult it is to get their exact meaning. 

1. “Daily bread.” Most of us pray the prayer as it 
is given us in Matthew 6: 11 — “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” But the word translated “daily” is a 
very peculiar one. It is said to occur nowhere else in 
any writings, either sacred or secular. Our Lord 
apparently gave us a new word; and it is quite im- 
possible to be sure of its meaning. Bread for the day 
—day by day—for the coming day — needful bread 
—bread for our subsistence. There are blessings. as 


Repent- 
Ours is: to 
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needful for us as bread — needed day by day, and Fo 
all the day — which cannot be expressed in words: 
things that “cannot be uttered” (Roms 8:26). The 
thought perhaps is, “Feed me with food.convenient for 
me” (Prov. 30: 8). Our Lord,’ we~think, is here 
teaching us to pray for all that is necessary for our 
lives both physical and spiritual. We do not know 
what is best for us day by day. What would be a 
blessing today might be hurtful tomorrow. So we 
leave the choice to him. “Daily” let the blessing be. 
Varying as it must do, from day to day, yet it will 
always be wholesome to our souls, as is bread to our 
bodies, and therefore will prove “daily bread.” 


2. “This day.” These words do not teach improvi- 
dence. God never forbids foresight or forethought. 
We are not forbidden to take thought for tomorrow. 
It is anxious thought that we are to avoid. Twice 
does Scripture tell us to consider the. ways of the 
ant and provide for the future (Prov. 6:6; 30:25). 
Has not God taught the birds to build their nests 
in readiness, and the beaver cunningly to construct 
his home, and even the seeds unconsciously to store 
up provision for fertility and fruitfulness? Some 
children of God are puzzled as.to whether they ought 
to make any provision for the future. But does not 
Paul say, “If any provide not for his own... he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel”? (1 Tim. 


is little prayer teaches absolute trust in God. And 
is fot such trust necessory for us, if we would live 
holy lives? Anxious thought! Many parents can 
trust God about everything but their children! They 
feel it is right to be anxious about them. What a mis- 
take that is! No—we may trust God in everything. 
The future holds no anxiety for any child of God. 


3. But it is our bread we are to ask for. What a 
practical prayer this is! -We have maintained that 
every clause in it calls us to a life of holiness. And 
in this petition we have a clear call to honest labor, 
and clean living, and ungrudging liberality. 

“Our daily bread.” Christ spoke of the “children’s 
bread” (Mark 7:27). Children regard their father’s 
bread as theirs, No man can say with confidence, “I 
shall not want” unless he can first say, “The Lord is 
my shepherd” (Psa. 23:1). Nor can we confidently 
call it “our bread” unless we can truly say “our 
. Father.” But our Lord’s command is not: Seek ye 
only the kingdom of God and his righteousness and 
all these things — food, raiment, and all needful sup- 
plies — shall be added unto you. He says: “Seek ye 

rst... his righteousness.” Bread is ours by promise, 

et we are to pray for our daily bread. Of the peti- 
tions for ourselves this comes first. For it is to the 
ill-fed, hungry man that temptations are so strong. 
He is tempted to envy, jealousy, covetousness, mur- 
muring, theft, and a host of other evils. And it is 
a comfort to us to know we have our Saviour’s sym- 
pathy at such times. 

It was when he was “an hungred” that the Devil 
came tempting him (Matt. 4:2). But our Lord was 
so perfectly nourished spiritually that he proved all- 
victorious in the hour of temptation. Bread is ours 
by promise: but this prayer seems to suggest that we 

must make it ours by honest .W ork. We are to “labour 

. . With our own hands.” There is no. room for 
idlers in God’s vineyard. “If any will not work, 
neither let him eat,” is a command that still holds. 

This prayer is surely a dedication of all our work 
to God—a consecration of whatsoever our hand find- 
eth to do. 

Dare we pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” 
and then seek it by dishonest or dishonorable means? 
Dr. McLaren bluntly suggests that some people should 
speak of “earning their own death,” rather than their 
own living. The Pharisees could for a pretense “make 
long pray ers” in public, yet in secret “devour widows’ 
houses.” Did you ever think of this petition as ‘a call 
to righteous dealing, and holy living, in all our daily 
ee aa For surely it is this. 


“Our bread.” We are “of the household of God” 
(Eph. 2 :19). This is a social prayer. We share a 
common ‘table with the family, with our friends and 
companions. W hy, the very word “companion” means 
a “bread-fellow.” | What loving fellowship and com- 
radeship the words call us to! 

To share the bread of a host in Eastern lands is to 
seal a trusted friendship. When we eat “our daily 
bread” as children of our heavenly Father, he is the 
giver, our everlasting, trusted Friend and we are 

‘called to holy friendship with him and with one 
another. We suggested that the frequent meals were 

‘ ordained of God to remind us often of our utter de- 
pendence upon our Father. But each recurring meal 
also provides us with an occasion for rest and sweet 
intercourse with each other. 


“Our bread.” We are to think of others. Are we 
as open- handed as Job, who could fearlessly ask, 
Have I “eaten my morsel myself alone”? (Job 31: 


17.) He had fed the fatherless. Do we? 

But we must go further than this. The Psalmist 
rejoices when he cries, “Thou preparest a table before 
‘me in the presence of mine enemies” (Psa, 23:5). 

Our Lord throws a: wonderfully new light on those 
words. He teaches us to Jove-our enemies. God says, 
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“If thine enemy hunger, feed him’ (Rom. 12: 20). 
We are to “overcome evil with good” (v. 21). And 
one way of doing this is to use “our bread,” our God- 
given bread, wherewith to feed our enemies. 

5. Dr. Meyer believed that the mysterious word 
translated “daily” or “day by day” meant “bread of 


necessity,” the fitting or proper bread. We shall not 
be far wrong if we make it include all we need for 
body and soul, A sick man does not ask for bread; 


it would be worse than useless to him. -A weak man 
cannot work. And some who can work will not; while 
others who want. work cannot get it. 

So.as we pray, “Give us this day [or day by day] 
our daily. bread,” we are asking not only for “food 
convenient” for us, but a body in health and strength 
that can work for bread and that desires food, and 
is able to assimilate it, digest it, and be nourished by 
it. We are asking that fitting work shall be ours that 
the bread may be ours by -honest labor. 

When journeying in Central-Africa we saw a black 
child crying piteously for something its mother refused 
to give it: “What does the child want?” we asked. 
“The little mite has a craving for sow,” replied the 
lady missionary. “If left alone she eats earth; and 
she keeps crying, ‘The earth is calling me. The ‘earth 
is calling me.’ 

And today - white diilldred’— grown-up children — 
often find the call of earth far louder than the call of 
Heaven. This simple prayer is one which implies 
that we desire what we ask for; and that we shall only 
ask what it pleases God to give. We see in those 
words a prayer for right desires. 


6. Then is there not a spiritual meaning to this peti- 
tion? Does it not also include spiritual sustenance? 
If not, then the Lord’s Prayer contains no request for 
the greatest need of the soul — nourishment! 

Forgiveness of sin, ‘shielding from temptation, and 
deliverance from evil are all negative blessings. Are 
we not to pray that the soul’s hunger may be satisfied? 

When our Lord was hungered, he replied to Satan’s 
suggestion that He should turn stones into bread, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out .of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4: 
4). Surely this prayer for bread includes a request 
for spiritual food, “the bread of God.” The Lord Jesus 
said, “My Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is he which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world... 
I am the bread of life’ (John 6: 32-35): 

Again we suggest, that we shall not err if we read 
into this petition, drawn up for us by the King of 
kings, every need both for soul and body. “Give us 
this day our daily’ bread.” 
earnestly desiring to do the Father’s will, that his 
name may be hallowed, and his kingdom come, then 
“the peace of God, which passeth aH understanding, 
ae guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ 

esus.’ 

But if you desire to be more explicit in your peti- 
tions, the inspired command is, “Jn every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 

















Quoting God Correctly 


In Tae Sunray Scnoor Trues of March 8 atten- 
tion was called to the frequency of careless mistakes 
in quoting the Scriptures, and. it was suggested that 
readers might help by sending to the TIMEs instances 


they had noted of such mistakes. A number of inter- 
esting letters have been received, some of which are 
given here. More will be given in later issues, and 
the Editor will welcome further brief letters from 
readers noting misquotations of the Word that they 
have noticed. 


I have been quoting a verse I supposed was in the 
Bible, and now I cannot find it. In Psalm 103: 12 
is a part of it: “‘As far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath he removed our transgressions one us.’ 
But I supposed that the words * ‘and remember them 
. inst you no more for ever’ were the latter part 

the verse I quoted, stressing the word “against,” 
po it is not easy to think God could forget. you 
help me? We cannot -be too careful to quote God’s 
Word correctly—A California reader. 


The Scripture is better than this child of God sup- 


posed. -God’s love and mercy and grace are better 
than the best we have thought of him. ‘Men might 
say, when forgiving one who had wronged them, that 
they would remember this no more against the of- 
fender. God does, better than that. He says of Israel, 
who had sinned against him so repeatedly and per- 
sistently and hopelessly: “I will forgive their -in- 
iquity, and I will remember their sin no more” (Jer. 
31:34). Again, Micah assures the people of God 
who have grievously sinned, and who have been dealt 
with by God ‘in righteous judgment: “He will turn 


If you truly. pray that, . 
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again, he will have compassion upon us; he will sub- 
due our iniquities; and thou wilt cast "all their sins 
into the depths of the sea” (Mic. 7:19). The same 
divine promise to forget our sins is found twice in 


the New Testament, in the Epistle to the Hebrews: .. - 


Speaking of Israel, the inspired writer quotes fronf 
the Old Testament: “For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will 
I remember no more” (Heb. 8:12). And of the new 
covenant that the Lord will make, because of the suf= - 
ficient sacrifice of Jesus Christ the Lamb of God, we 
read his promise: “And their sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more” (Heb. 10:17). 

Men might be unable to forget, but God in-his 
omnipotence and grace can do what is impossible with 
men: can even “remember no more.” If we“are 
unable to think how he could do this, let us remember 
that he “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think” (Eph. 3: 20). 

We must not leave out Scriptural words that place 
@ responsibility upon us, as in the mistake noted here: 


Second Corinthians 1:20 is often quoted as fol- 
lows: “All the promises of in him are yea, and 
in him Amen, unto the glory of God,’ ".— leaving off 
entirely a very important phrase — “by us? As} 
understand this Scripture, it is only as we -appropriate 
these promises and make them effective in our own - 
lives that they are to the glory of God.—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 


An old and very common mistake is noted in a 
newspaper writer’s comment on “Amos ’n Andy”: 


A writer, in the weekly Kansas City Star, writing 

up “Amos ’n Andy,” the radio comedians, and giving 
quseneias for their popularity: the principal oné 
being “the money background,” which appeals to 
Americans, misquotes I Timothy 6: 10 thus: “Money, 
then, not only is the root of all evil, but is the felici+ 
tous root of that wholly delightful bit of Americana, 
Amos ’n Andy.” 

So it is often overlooked that the Scripture says, 
“The love of money is the root of all evil’? — all kinds 
of evil—A Missouri reader. 


We must be as careful not to add to the Word of 
as we are not to subtract from it. Here is a 
common but unscriptural addition: 


Sometimes when the Scriptural passage is quoted 
correctly some words are added that should be -omit- 
ted. Matthew 18:20 is often quoted in this way. 
Haw often have I heard people claim the promise : 
“For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there I am in the midst of them, and to 


bless,” Perhaps the Lord is present to rebuke. 
In quoting John 14:2, 3, many people invariably 
leave out, “I ‘will come again,” They quote 
it thus: “I mh to prepare a Place for you, that-where 
am, there. F may also.” What the Lord said 
was this: And if 


I go to ergs a place for you. 

I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and: receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” 

The following expressions I have heard used by 
people who thought they were quoting Scripture; 

“Grin and bear it.’ 

“Make hay while the sun shines.” 

“Fret not thy gizzard.” 

“Every tub must stand upon its own bottom.” 

“Cleanliness is next to godliness.” One person 
asked me how this last passage read in the original 
Greek. He observed that he would not be surprised 
if the original bore out’ the rendering: ‘Cleanliness 
is part of godliness” I—An Indiana reader. 

A precious promise can be misquoted: 

Do we not in the great majority of cases hear Mat- 
thew 11:28 quoted like this: ‘Come unto me, all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest’? 

The correct reading is: ‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 

I have even heard the followiug given as quotations 
from Scripture: 

“Every tub must stand on its own bottom.” 


“They shall gnaw and file.”—A Massachusetts 
reader. 


Here is a mistake that perhaps most readers of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times have made at one time or 
another in quoting one of the Proverbs: 

Proverbs 16:38 is almost universally quoted. as 
“Pride goeth before a fall.” he passage is m 
more ominous than that. It is a haughty spirit that 
goeth before a fall, but when pride takes control, de- 
struction will certainly follow if persisted in. It’ was 
the’ sin which caused the downfall of Lucifer. What 
a transformation! To drop from Lucifer and to be- 
come Satan! = ‘‘Pride goeth before destruction, and:an 
haughty spirit before a fall.” 

What a wondetful’ paper you issue.’ I wish it. had 
: circulation of a million—A Virginia college presi- 

ent. 


What has been called the “exquisite accuracy” of 
the Holy Spirit in giving holy men of old the God- 
breathed words of Scripture is so perfect and divine 
that there will be a blessing to many in watching their 
own utterances, and seeking out the words of God, 
more closely than ever before. It is hoped that this 
new department in the Tres will bring real blessing 
to many. 
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Is Europe the Key to World Evangelization ? 


How the Gentiles of the Continent became God's 
messengers of the Gospel of grace 


‘By Ralph C. Norton 
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HE. Christian world bears. stamped indelibly 
upon the retina of its memory the invisible but 
no less real picture of Palestine as the birthplace 

and cradle of Christianity. Bethlehem, Nazareth, Je- 
rusalem, Olivet are all inseparably associated with 
the divine Man, the Christ of God, who alone of all 
men is worthy to receive “power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless- 
ing.” 
Then the scene changes: the man of Macedonia 
appears and pleads, and the voice and the vision that 
Paul heard and saw, obeyed and followed, shift the 
center of the scene of Christian operation to Europe, 
and from thence, and on, sets out from Europe the 
mighty religious current that sweeps the world. 

Strange it is, too, that the tide of Christianity has 
-ever been westward. Abraham leaves Ur of the 
Chaldees at the divirie call, journeys westward, and 
pitches his divinely ordered camp in Palestine; and 
through him God chooses Israel to be the propagator of 
his eternal truth, and never has the main current of the 
stream flowed in any direction but westward. It would 
seem, since Jerusalem was the center, that from that 
place the divine light would radiate in every direction 
until it illumined the globe; but no, it is ever -west- 
ward. It is true that in the days of the apostles the 
message was carried to Babylon and probably to 
India, and possibly to China also; but the streams 
that flowed eastward were in a few centuries lost in 
the deserts of China and India, and at the most they 
left a pool, here and there, that ere long became stag- 
nant. But it remains true that the Bible stream that 
has refreshed and given life to the world has ever 
flowed westward. 


The Nations Chosen to Spread the Gospel 


There must have been some great purpose of God 
in all this, and although we cannot fathom the full 
reason, yet, from the history of the spread of Chris- 
tianity itself, we can see that as God chose Israel, so 
he entrusted certain nations to carry the Gospel of 
his Son to all quarters of the earth (however they 
may have failed to carry out in full his plan). There- 
fore it seems clear that as God first made choice of 
Israel through Abraham to be the vehicle and dissem- 
inator of his revelation, as he says in Romans 9: 4, 5: 
“Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the 
law, and the service of God, and the promises; whose 
are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all,.God blessed for ever,” 
so he-has, in his divine sovereignty, chosen other na- 
tions to declare his Gospel throughout the world. 

Paul stood on the shores of the Atgean Sea and 
wistfully cast his eye eastward to the great nations 
lying in darkness, and would have begun with Phrygia 
and Galatia. If he had, Christianity would have flowed 
eastward. But this was not God’s plan: “[They] were 
forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in 
Asia. . . . And a vision appeared to Paul. ... And 
after he had seen the vision immediately we en- 
deavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering 
that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel 
unto them” (Acts 16:6-10). Therefore, God had 
— him the privilege of carrying the Gospel east- 
ward. 

“Therefore loosing from Troas, we came ... to 
Philippi” and then, glorious news!  Lydia’s heart 
was opened. The fire that began to burn in that one 
heart has set aglow the world! and her house became 
the first church in Europe. 

As the Jew had the prior claim to the Gospel so 
Europe had a prior claim to the Gospel, also; and 
as the first rejected it, the second became the first in 
importance with God. “Whosoever hath not, from 
him ad be taken away even that he hath” (Matt. 
13: 12). 

Not only the missionary journeys of Paul in Europe 
to Rome, and probably as far as Spain, prove that 
God has chosen Europe as the center from which to 
evangelize the world, but the subsequent men whom 
he called out of the nations of Europe to declare his 
truth give undisputed evidence to this fact also: such 
as Wycliffe—the Morning Star of the Reformation 
— Huss, Calvin, Zwingli, Luther, and others. Then 
the ready response of the people to the Gospel sounded 
forth by the clarion voice of these illustrious men 
proves, too, that God designed them to be the witnesses 
of the cross to a lost world. These men were chosen 
to declare the Gospel among people who were known 
to God as those who would be ready instruments in 
his hands for evangelizing the world as no other peo- 
ple would. 

As the Jews were under the old covenant as God’s 





* Come over into Macedonia, and help us,” cried 
the man in Paul's vision. Immediately Paul and 
his companions sailed northwest from Troas, and 
in a few days they were in Philippi. There Lydia 
believed and was baptized, the first convert in 
Europe. As the years lengthened into centuries 
the Gospel spread, and finally touched the hearts 
of such men as Wycliffe, Huss, Calvin, Zwingli, 
and Luther. From the Continent and the British 
Isles millions of copies of the Scriptures in many 
languages and thousands of missionaries have 
gone forth to all the world, Mr. Norton, the Di- 
rector of the Belgian Gospel Mission, has lived 
and worked in Europe for eleven years. He is 
convinced that God yet purposes to send a revival 
in Belgium and to call out missionaries to many 
other lands. 








people, these people were under the new covenant of 
grace, for the worldwide proclamation of his eternal 
truth. 

A careful study of the subsequent events and move- 
ments of history seems to lead to this view. It was 
here that began the revival in literature, in art, and 
in the sciences that gave a mighty impetus to the 
preaching of the Gospel. The fountain of learning 
then became the fountain of life to a world dead in 
sin. 

The continent of Europe has been the leader in the 
world’s commerce and civilization. She has been the 
scene of the world’s greatest wars, when the mighty 
peoples of the earth have stood in array against each 
other. I do not say this to her glory. Nol! it is to 
her shame, but it demonstrates the vast influence she 
has wielded in the world. She has been the object 
of God’s design; he has ordained her destiny, molded 
her course, directed her in a large measure and in a 
surprising manner. It is true that all the “powers 
that be are ordained of God,” but, as we have said 
above, Europe’s people have been in a particular way 
his chosen vessel; and in the degree that she has been 
obedient to his direction, in that degree has she been 
mightily used to make known his truth. She has been 
the first in the translation of the Word of God— 
though nations like our own have nobly seconded her 
—and through the printed Word the nations have re- 
ceived God’s message of light. The Bible societies 
of Europe have put the Bible into some six hundred 
tongues, and for over a hundred years, from Great Britain 
in particular, the message of life has flowed forth in 
hundreds of millions of copies. 

The early missionary leaders went forth from the 
shores of this continent to all corners of the earth 
bearing the life-saving truth, and from no other coun- 
try in the world have gone forth more illustrious mis- 
sionary heroes than from Great Britain. 


Revivals that Have Begun in Europe 


Europe has been the source of almost every great 
world-influencing revival since the -days that Paul 
first crossed the Aigean Sea and landed on the shores 
of Greece; the revival under Luther, Calvin, and Knox 
and scores of other mighty men of Reformation days; 
and the later revivals under Wesley and Moody — 

@ Wesley, of whom both Lecky and Green said that he 
had saved England from the French Revolution. What 
a mighty proof this revival of Wesley offers of God’s 
protective care and divine guidance! For if the spirit 
of the French Revolution had swept the world, the 
world would have been a charnel house, and a place 
of anarchy, rapine, and murder, instead of having 
the Word of Life, as it began to go out in the time of 
the Wesleys, which changed the whole life of England 
and Europe, and the face of the world. Thus Eng- 
land as a nation has probably been the mightiest in- 
strument God has ever chosen to propagate the Gospel. 
Of course, she has not fully measured up to the trust 
God has given her; and yet what mighty things she 
has wrought for Christ! Probably no nation has ac- 
complished more. However, in the last centuries Eng- 
land has been very blind to the field nearest to her: 
the Continent. Some four years ago, in addressing 
the British Keswick Convention, I spoke as follows: 

“A week ago last Sunday I stopped again before the 
monument of William Tyndale at Vilvorde, six miles 
north of Brussels, and I recalled that four hundred 
and eleven years ago he was strangled and burned 
in that Belgian city for that incomparable translation 
of the Word of God, which alone of all the early 
translations persists, and I heard his prayer, ‘Lord, 
open the eyes of the King of England,’ also his 
prophetic declaration, ‘I defy the Pope and all his laws,’ 

and he added, ‘If God spare my life, ere many years 


enna 


I will cause the boy that driveth the plough to know 


. more of the Scriptures than the Pope does.’ 


“Behold England of yesterday, and England of today 
as fulfillment of this prophecy. Yea, more, behold the 
far-flung battle line of heroic and fruitful missionary 
effort. No nation can boast of such a glorious galaxy 
of missionary conquerors— Morrison and Moffat, 
Duff and Mackay, Falconer and Livingstone. Time 
fails me to tell of other Gideons, and Samsons, and 
Davids, and thousands less illustrious to the world, 
but all known to the Master of the harvest. But 
who of yours has carried the Gospel to Eutope? Yes, 
a few, but how very few! And yet Europe is the 
key-continent of the world, and as goes Europe so has 
gone and so will go the world—as the London Times 
said the other day, ‘Europe, with a civilization upon 
which all the world depends.’ 

“A year ago last November I was the guest of an 
honored chairman of this Convention and, with him, 
heard Dr. Ritson, at Wimbledon, just before he started 
on his world-wide missionary tour, say, as he turned 
to the-map of Europe, ‘Here is your nearest and most 
neglected field; here is your field of greatest need and 
greatest potentialities.’ ’ : , 

“And Dr. Inwood has lately said, ‘Europe is still 
the strategic continent of the world’ —if politically, 
then more, religiously. 


One Good That Came Out of the War 


“But this continent, in large measure, has been 
neglected. Age-long neglected and forgotten, Bel- 
gium is the outstanding example. As far as I 
can learn, no American and only two English 
missionaries had ever, previous to the war, gone 
to Belgium for- the -purpose of evangelization. 
From the days when Queen Elizabeth turned a 
deaf ear to the pleadings of the Prince of Orange 
until today, dark Belgium has stretched out her im- 
ploring hands to England—to the Christian nation 
across the channel, three hours away — bat no replying 
‘Yes’ in the four hundred years! Throughout the four 
centuries no real response has come to this pathetic 
plea, though missionaries from your shores have girded 
the world. You have been Belgium’s partner in com- 
merce and war; thousands of your citizens have visited 
her shores annually, and scores of your youth have 
been educated in her schools, and in some way, at 
least, you have known something of her need and of 
her darkness; knew that she lay in the shadow of 
death ‘without God and without hope’ —a nation highly 
commercialized, highly civilized, highly cultured, and 
yet unevangelized.” 

But God had not ceased to think of that part of 
Europe which was still unevangelized, although Eng- 
land and the other countries of Protestant Europe had 
neglected and forgotten her in her great need. The 
war offered the occasion, and from it sprang the ef- 
fort of the Belgian Gospel Mission, which has been so 
signally used to bring the Word of life to the Belgian 
people. Again and again it has been said by Christian 
leaders who have visited Belgium and observed the 
remarkable work that God is doing here that it is 
the only good thing that they know the war produced. 
The eternal purposes of God remain unchanged, and 
if some deny his call he turns to others. 

And now I come to what I believe is the most as- 
tounding and gripping part of what I desire to say, 
that is, that God has laid upon the American and 
Canadian people the responsibility of bringing again 
the Gospel to Europe, and particularly to Belgium, and 
not only the responsibility, but the great privilege as 
well, This is evidenced first, by America’s going into 
the war, and through this her people became more fully 
acquainted with Europe and her great religious needs. 
This created the occasion for the work of the Salva- 
tion Army and the Y. M. C. A. and other even more 
faithful religious associations among the soldiers of 
Europe scattered over the western front. Naturally, 
this brought America into contact with the citizen 
population as well, and in particular God raised up the 
Belgian Gospel Mission to be a channel for the pure 
Gospel preached in the power of the Holy Ghost; 
and the readers of THE SuNDAY ScHooL Times know 
of the blessing that has rested upon this work. This 
fact was voiced as follows by a Christian layman who 
wrote to a friend in New Zealand who had given large 
sums to the support of the Belgian Gospel Mission: 

“I do not know how to thank you for stepping into 
Europe’s terrible situation at this time, and I believe 
God has given you a vision that he has given to few 
men. How pathetic it is that the Protestant world has 
neglected Belgium! She is a black spot of iniquity 
of the Roman Catholic Church, surrounded nearly 
altogether with Protestant light, which never pene- 
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trated to Belgium’s black interior; in fact, has scarcely 
gone beyond her border, except in few instances. 
British and American business men have a deep knowl- 
edge and broad view of Europe’s commercial possi- 
bilities; the statesmen of the two countries have a 
deep understanding and a broad view of her political 
importance; but scarcely anyone thinks of her spiritual 
importance.” 

But it has been left to Dr. Roland de Hegedue, for- 
merly Hungarian Minister of Finance, and now Presi- 
dent of the Hungarian Association of Banks and 
Savings Banks, to put before the world in the clearest 


and strongest language Europe’s need and America’s. 


responsibility for her, as he spoke before the American 
Hungarian Chamber of Commerce on his recent visit 
to America, which was reported in the New York 
Times as follows: 


“The World War was one consequence of the fact 
that world history left Europe and shifted to America. 
You can prove from your statistics on immigration 
that the European countries which collapsed in con- 
sequence of the war weré just those countries which 
could not sustain their own populations — Russia and 
Austria, for instance — and sent millions of their peo- 
ple to the shores of the United States. 

“The shifting of the world’s population from one 
hemisphere to the other was followed by the fact that 
the greater part of the gold of Europe was bound to 
leave the old continent. A tonsequence of this situa- 
tion is that, for the next two thousand years, the United 
States will be and must be the leader not only of poli- 
tics but also of the destiny of all humanity. 

“Every European country, and especially our most 
unjustly downtrodden ‘Hungary, has the greatest in- 
terest in the welfare and progress of the United States 
as leadér of the entire world and guardian of the high- 
est interests of mankind. 

“It is an utterly false conception to think that if 
America, the happy owner of fifty-two percent of the 
gold of the world, would give her money or her won- 
derful banking or industrial organization to Europe, 
that magnificent gift would create peace and happiness 
on our unfortunate old continent. On the contrary, 
this very gift would mean the commencement of a 
new and most fearful war and the ruin of perhaps all 
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Western civilization. You cannot transfer American 
policy or American economics to Europe without 
American principles. ; 

“My deep conviction is that the ha 
happiness of the world depends upon the answer to 
one single question: Are the people of the United 
States morally ready to lead the world and make its 
history for the next two thousand years? Is the 
United States ready to lead itself, Europe, all the 
victorious and defeated peoples of the world? If not, 
we are all lost: Europe, the United States, the most 
victorious and prosperous of peoples, and so would be 
Hungary, the most downtrodden state of all. 

“After an absence of thirty years from these shores, 
I have come again to ask you: Are you morally ready 
for this colossal and fearful task? Have you still the 
faith of your glorious Pilgrim Fathers?’ 

‘Many of the children of God in America already 
havé caught the vision and have seen the great oppor- 
tunity, and have generously responded to the call of 
Belgium. Yet the work has only begun, and has only 
reached a small part of this land, even though today 
the Belgian Gospel Mission has posts in every Prov- 
ince, some forty-three in all, and, including the wives and 
Bible students, some one hundred and twenty-five mis- 
sionaries. But the call comes to advance to- greater 
things, and net only do I believe the Missidn may be 
used to give the Gospel to Belgium, but I am firmly 
convinced also, if the Lord tarry, that the work will 
leap over the borders of Belgium and spread to other 
lands. We have ever looked forward to the day when 
this work will be so well: established and so many 
people will have found Christ that many of them will 
desire to carry the banner of the crass into many 
other lands, particularly the lands that speak the 
French and Dutch tongues. We cherish this hope be- 
cause the French tongue comes up from France and 
Switzerland and stops at Brussels, and the Dutch 
tongue. comes down from Holland and mingles with 
the French tongue in Brussels, and there are 190,000,- 
ooo people under the influence of these countries that 
speak these two tongues ; and, strange to say, the colonial 
possessions of the French and Dutch-speaking nations 
are, in a large measure, unevangelized. 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. 


iness or un- 





enn 
—- 









A Person, not merely a blessing 





New Testament Assurance of Victory 


By Wilbur M. Smith 




















The late Dr. B. B. Warfield, that giant theologian, although he did not accept as Scriptural the message of 

victory given by the British and American Keswick Conferences, nevertheless uttered this ringing declaration: °‘All 

which the best of men have longed for and vainly striven after, and the worst have duily admired while im- 

patiently spurning, is placed within our reach in Christ Jesus.’’ Mr. Smith’s study is convincing and satisfying 
as to what God’s Word pledges to the believer, and it is hoped it may be published later.as a pamphlet. 
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9. The rewards which our ascended Lord promises 
to those who overcome lead us to believe that he stands 
ready to make such victory actual. 

Eight times in the Revelation does Christ promise 
to those who have been redeemed, “To him that over- 
cometh I will give”: to eat of the tree of life, deliver- 
ance from the second death, to eat of the hidden 
manna and a white stone with a new name written 
thereon, authority over the nations, the confession of 
his name before the Father, to be a pillar in the tem- 
ple of God, to have a place with Christ on his throne, 
and to be the possessor of a glorious inheritance. If 
a life of overcoming power is the prerequisite for 
these munificent rewards, the existence of the rewards 
are no less the assurance of possible victory (Rev. 2: 
7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 21:7). 

10. Our present union with Christ, in his death and 
resurrection, makes victory over sin the natural and 
fiormal sequence of true regeneration. 

“Our old man was crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be done away, that so we should no 
longer be in bondage to sin. ... .. Even so reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto 
. God in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:6, 11; see also v. 4). 
.. "These are deep truths Paul is expressing, to which 

Christian saints have clung in the darkest hours to 
find them gloriously true. It is not our purpose to 
expound this passage; it does not need exposition so 
.much.as. simple trust and faith. 

_ 11. The will of God for us that we should live holy 
»~ lives is the strongest encouragement for expecting such 
- g life to be possible. 

To both the infirm man at the pool of Bethesda and 
to the woman taken in adultery our Lord said, “Go, 
and sin no more” (John 5:14; 8:11). It is cruel, 
it is little less than mockery to make such a demand 
as our Lord does of thesé two unless it is possible to 
accomplish it. In his great sixth chapter to the Ro- 
mans Paul insists that men should not let sin reign 


in their mortal bodies, that they should obey it in 
the lusts thereof” (v. 12). Approaching the subject 
from a different viewpoint in earlier letters he—tells 
us that “this is the will of God, even your sanctifica- 
tion” (1 Thess. 4: 3, 7; 2:12; 3:13; 2 Thess. 2: 13). 
The ideal that-God set before his people in the old 
dispensation the Holy Spirit through Peter brings 
again to every child of God in the day of his grace: 
“Ye shall be holy; for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44; 1 
Pet. 1:16). The deep longing in the hearts of re- 
deemed men and women for victory over sin and a 
holy walk before the Lord is not self-initiated, or 
caught from some particular school of theological in? 
terpretation. It is of God, his will for us. And we 
may be sure that God is able to deliver us from every 


hindering power, that his perfect will may be accom- 
plished in our lives. 


12. The promises of God to keep, deliver, and pro- 
tect us from all sin and evil urge us to trust him 
fully for the victory we long to possess. 

. He has promised to keep us from the power of 
atan: 


and guard you from the evil one” (2 Thess. 3:3). 


The word here translated “guard” is-a word meaning . 


“to keep watch,” as shepherds do of their flocks (Luke 
2:8); or as a soldier would watch Over one given to 
his care (Acts 12: 4; 28: 16) ; or-aS a strong man that 
guardeth his own goods (Luke 11:21). This is the 
same word that Christ uses in prayer to his Father 
(John 17:12). Paul never doubted but that the Lord 
would deliver him “from every evil work” (2 Tim. 
4:18). God has promised to deliver us out of temp- 
tation. What Peter briefly asserts, “The Lord know- 
eth how to deliver the godly out of temptation,” Paul 
more fully expounds in his classic passage on the sub- 
ject: “There hath no temptation taken you but such 
as man can bear: but God is faithful; who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation make also the way of escape, 
that ye may be able to endure it” (2 Pet. 2:9; 1 
Cor. 10: 13). 






“ H j 1 Li me 
The Lord is faithful, who shall establish you, of God, .and prayer. 
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' What a remarkable promise is that at the close of 
the second chapter of Hebrews: “For in that he him- 
self hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor 
them that are tempted” (v. 18). The word “succor” 
is exceedingly rich, a translation of the Greek word 
boetheo, which comes from tw6 small words, boe, 
meaning “a cry,” and theo, “to run to,” and thus, “to 
run to the help of some one,” presumably some one 
in trouble. When his own are hard pressed by sin 
and their great enemy, and cry out for deliverance, 
our blessed Lord comes running to their aid. He is 
never uninterested, never preoccupied, and he has never 
failed to rescue them. 


13. The indwelling of the three persons of the Trin- 
ity in our hearts gives us strong confidence that every 
evil force will be defeated. 


God the ‘Father indwells us: “If a man love me, he 


will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and 


we will come unto him, and make our abode with him” 
(John 14:23). . Calvin has finely remarked, “Were 
we to hold out for one day, yet a doubt may creep 
into our minds as to what would be the cas¢ tomorrow; 
we should thus be in a state of pérpetual perplexity. 
Therefore the apostle reminds us that we betome 
strong, not by our own power, but by that of God. 
We can be no more conquered than God himself.” 
The Lord Jesus Christ indwells our hearts. “Christ 
liveth in me” is the frequent assertion of the apostle 
(Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:17; Rom. 8:10). Finally, the 
Holy Spirit indwells us. “The Spirit of him_that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwelleth in you” (Rom. 
8:11, 9; Eph, 3: 16, 17, and elsewhere). Omnipotence 
is always on the side of holiness, and’ victory is ever 
with Goi 

14. The divine power continually available for each 
child of God is more than sufficient for every spiritual 


conflict. 


We. are “strengthened with all power, accordi 
to the might of his glory”. (Col..1:11). Paul pray 
for his Ephesian converts that they might be “strength- 
ened with power through his Spirit in the inward 
man” (Eph. 3:16). At the close of his life the same 
apostle could testify that God. gives us “not a spirit 
of fearfulness; but of power” (2 Tim. 1:7). What 
unlimited, supernatural power he claimed for believers 
—the power of the resurrection itself! “That ye may 
know. . . the exceeding greatness of -his power to 
us-ward who believe, according to that working of the 
strength of his might which hei wrought in, Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead, and made him to 
sit at his right hand in the heavenly places” (Eph. 1: 
18-20). Herbert Spencer long ago laid down a law 
which is as applicable in the spiritual realm as in the 


natural, for which he of course intended it, that “what- 


ever amount of power an organism expends is the cor- 
relate or equivalent of the power that was taken into 
it from without.” It is on this principle that we too 
should be able to say, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 


- 15. The fact that God provides us with an invulner- 
able suit of armor for owr warfare convinces us that 
the outcome of every issue may be one of veritable 
victory. , 

What terrible, what mighty, indeed what supernat- 
ural forces are arrayed against the Christian believer: 
principalities, powers, the world rulers of darkness, spir- 
itual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places, and 
Satan himself who goeth about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour. No human, earthly, or 
natural strength can stand against foes such as these, 
The Scotch philosopher Robert Flint clearly insists 
that “all the powers of the world above and of the 
world to come are needed to oppose the powers of the 
world below and of the world which now is.” And these 
very powers, so absolutely necessary,- are immedi- 
ately available, not developed by our ingenuity through 
long years of bitter experience, but given to us, whole 
and complete, by God himself. The apostle who saw 
more deeply and knew more intimately the terribleness 
and- ferocity of. ouf spiritual foes is likewise the one 
who most triumphantly proclaims their defeat and de- 
struction. These. were his weapons, and they are ours: 
the girdle of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, 


--the Gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet 


of-salvation, the sword of the Spirit which is the Word 
That ye may be able are: the 
apostle’s words of hope: “It is implied that thus, and 
only thus, the militant Christian shall be able. No 


inadequacy in his equipment is to be feared” (Moule). 


“The weapons of our warfare are... mighty” (2 
Cor. 10:4). In these we are able to stand - fast. 
Clothed with this armor we are “strong in the Lord, 
and in the strength of his might” (Eph. 6: 10-18), 

16..The victorious experiences of the apostles and 
the Christians of the early Church prove to us that we, 
of like flesh. with them, and certainly no more fiercely 
assailed than. they were, may confidently expect the 
same victory in our own lives. 

Here is the testimony of the apostle who, because 
of vast labors and his place in the founding of the 
Church in the Roman Empire, probably knew the as- 
saults of Satan as few men have ever known them, 
and who as he tells us during the early years of his 
Christian life did not enjoy the victory that he knew 
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he should. have: 
than conquerors through hifi that loved us.” “Ged 
... always leadeth us in triumph in Christ.” “IL was 
delivered” (Rom. 8:37; 2 Cor. 2:14; 2 Tim. 4:17, 
183 33:11). 

A generation later, fully half a century after .our 
Lord had departed into Heaven and when probably 
the great majority of Christians then living had never 
seen Christ in the flesh, the apostle John could yet 
exclaim: “For whatsoever is begotten of God over- 
cometh the world: and this is tne victory that hath 
overcome the world, even our faith. And who is he 
that overcometh the world, _ but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4, 5.) John 


_ does not say that such victory belonged to him alone — 
it was for every one who had contessed the Saviour, 
_ and had been born again. Nor does he promise such 


conquests in the far future: hath overcome. “It is 
faith,” says the German commentator Ebrard, “inclu- 
sive of its object — our faith in Jesus Christ, our em- 
bracing of Christ in faith—that ts itself the action 
which conquers the world, and has already conquered 
it.” To the readers of this same Epistle, and espe- 
cially to those most sorely beset, to the young men 
who had come out of the wickedness of contemporary 
Roman life and must still ltve in the midst of it, 
John could write, “Ye have overcome the evil one” 
(1 John 2: 13, 14; 4:4). 

The apostle wala not have dared to write words 
like these unless victory was being recorded as a posi- 
tive achievement in the lives of these young men. “He 
speaks of their conquest as an accomplished fact, and 
as a thing behind them. What does that mean?” asks 
Dr. McLaren. “It means this, that if you will take 
service in Christ’s army, and by his grace resolve to 
be his faithful soldier till your life’s end, that act 
of faith which enrolls you as his is itself the victory 
which guarantees, if it be continued, the whole con- 
quest in-time. What a priceless thing it is that you 
can begin your independent manhood with a conquest 
that. will draw after it ultimate and supreme victory.” 

Likewise, in the last days which are yet to come, 
when Satan will wage his last and most unrelenting 
war against the saints of God, we read that believers 
“overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony” (Rev. 12:11). What the 
earliest disciples of our Lord were enabled to achieve, 
mightily and continually, and what the faithful in the 
last days shall also be. empowered to accomplish, is 
certainly intended to be, and by the strength of God 
can be, the normal, unbroken, glorious experience of 


_ every child of God ‘today. 


in closing this study let us look back over the facts 


“we have discovered in the Word of God, giving our 


attention to three significant truths. 

First, note the extensiveness of the victory. We 
are promised deliverance from every power that can 
possibly assail us: from sin and evil in themselves, 
from the enslavement that results from sin, from the 
fear that strangles our efforts, from the evil one who 
would destroy us, from temptation, from the power of 
darkness, from the world, from the rulers of darkness 
and the spiritual wickedness in heavenly places. The 
list is exhaustive. There is not a single evil force, 
within or without us, mentioned anywhere in the 
Scriptures but that Gotl has made perfect pro- 
vision for its crushing defeat in our daily lives! 

Second, we should observe the richness of the vocab- 
ulary the writers of the New Testament use in their 
promises and descriptions of victory over evil. Think 
for a moment of the verbs alone that are used to de- 
pict deliverance: to set free, to loose, to deliver or 
rescue, to triumph, to more than conquer, to overcome, 
to be strong, to be able, to have might. Think of the 
verbs describing God’s protecting care of us: to suc- 
cor, to establish, to keep, to make strong, to guard, 
to save. There are at least five words in the Greek 
to express the one idea of power that God communi- 
cates to his own. If it is possible to make anything 
clear and emphatic by the use of words, then certainly 
we must believe that the Holy Spirit would have us 
know that a life of continued conquest is the privilege 
of every regenerated man and woman now. 

Finally, we should ever remember that all victory 
depends absolutely upon the Lord Jesus Christ and 
our relationship to him. We have been well reminded 
by Dr. Howard A. Banks that “the first time the 
word ‘victory’ is mentioned in the Bible is in 1 Samuel 
15:29. “The victory of Israel will not lie nor repent.’ 
That first mention gives the key: Victory is a Per- 
son.” 


It is ae Jesus that saves us from our sins (Luke 


ai 13? 18; Rom. 11: 26; Gal. 1:4). 


It is x that sets us _ from sin’s bondage (John 
8: 36; Gal. 5:1, 13; Col. 1: 13). 

It is the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus! that delivers 
rs Acie the law of sin and death (Rom. 8: 2; 6: 12, 
18). 

It is by his intercession at the throne of grace that 
we are kept from the evil one (John 17:5, 11; Rom. 
8:24; Heb. 7: 25; 9:24). 

When we are attacked by our enemy, it is Christ 
that comes quickly to our aid (Heb. 2:18). 


“In all these. things .we re more . 
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The -body. of sin. is dead because. we are crucified 
with Him (Rom, 6:2, 11). 

The power that empowers us is the power of his 
resurrection (Eph, 1:19, 20). 

It is through Christ who strengtheneth us that we 
are able to do all things (Phil. 4:13). 

Indeed, is not the very armor with which we are 
clothed the Lord Jesus Christ, as St. Jerome saw, 
hundreds of years ago: “From the things said in all 
the Scriptures concerning the Lord our Saviour, it 
most clearly results that by ‘all the arms of God’ the 
Saviour is to be understood.” 

We overcome by the blood of the Lamb, by the faith 
of the Son of God, 


It is through him that we are more than conquerors ; ; 
it is in Christ that God leadeth us in triumph (Rev. 
12:11; I John 5:4, 5; Rom. 8:37; 2 Cor. 2: 14). 

The answer to the apostle’s outburst of spiritual 
agony, “Who shall deliver me?” is the same for us 
as it was for him — “I thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. 7: 25). 

What a victory ought ours to be, then, when God 
has promised to fulfill every need of ours “according 
to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4: 19). 

“There is one thing which we all of us too much 
becloud in our preaching,” Spurgeon once said, 
“though I believe we do it very unintentionally — 
namely, the great truth that it is not prayer, it is not 
faith, it is not our doings, it is not our feelings upon 
which we must rest, but upon Christ, and on Christ 
alone. We are apt'to think that we are not in a right 
state, that we do not feel enough, instead of remember- 
ing that our business is not with self, but Christ. Our 
business is oily with Christ. O soul, if thou couldst fix 
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thy soul on Jesus, and neglect everything else — if thou 
couldst but despise good works, and aught else, so far 
as they relate to thy salvation, and‘ look wholly, simply 
on Christ, I feel that Satan would’ soon give up thrdw- 
ing thee down, he would find that it would fot’answer 
his purpose, for thou wouldst fall on Christ, and like 
the giant who fell upon his mother, the earth, thou 
wouldst rise up each time stronger than before.” 
When our Lord came to the man at the pool of 
Bethesda. who had had an infirmity thirty. and eight 
years, he asked him one question: ‘Wilt thou be made 
whole?” (John 5:6.) This poor man was discour- 
aged; he had ‘a right to be, after years of fruitless 
etfort; and furthermore, had he not come to the. place 
where, after all, he was more or less content to re- 
main as he was? His condition really had its advan- 
tages. He was at least saved from the struggles and 
labors of life. Is not this the condition of some to- 
day? Victory over sin means service and intercession 
for others, witnessing for Christ, separation from all 
known sin. Do we want that? Do we want victory 
more than anything else in our lives? If there is any 
one thing dearer to us than the perfect will of God, 
victory is out of the question, for it: will be through 
that unsurrendered thing that Satan will bring us into 
the dust of defeat. Has this question of victory over 
sin come to be the great, pressing problem of our 
life? That is the question the Lord Jesus asks: Wilt 
thou be made whole? That is our part in victory. He 
will take care of the rest. “Oh that my people would 
hearken unto me, that Israel would walk in my ways! 
I would soon subdue their enemies, and turn my hand 
against their adversaries” (Psa. 81:13, 14). 
CovincTon, VA. 
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A Macedonian 


A village petition 





Call from India 


for a Bible teacher 
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CCOUNTS are sometimes given in foreign mis- 

sionary literature of petitions from native Chris- 
tians or inquirers asking that teachers be sent to them. 
It is seldom, however, that friends in the homeland 
have an opportunity to see such requests. 

A missionary in India, C. H. Billington, sent such 
a petition, with the translation, to H. A. Barton, Treas- 
urer of the Missionary Prayer League, 473 Greene 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, which is the American 
headquarters of the Telugu Village Mission. The 
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translation and a reproduction of the original petition 
are given herewith. 


Kalavala, Makhtal Taluka. 
To the Missionary, T. V. Mission. 


Most RESPECTED SiR: 


We, the undersigned petitioners residents of 
Kalavala village, must humbly and respectfully 
beg to submit the following application to your 
benign and kind consideration, and for favorable 
orders: 

We came to know about the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ through your workers, and we be- 
lieve it, and our desire is to know more about this 
wonderful Saviour. We have left our idols and 
desire to be followers of the Saviour who shed his 
blood for our sins. 

We therefore request you to come and camp 
in our village and teach us more. Further, we 
request you to give us a Christian teacher to live 
with us and teach our young men and children 
about the Lord and his salvation. We earnestly 
ask that you will be so kind as to grant this re- 
quest. 

We beg to remain, respected Sir, 

Yours most obediently, 
Signed by seven Elders. 


ln a recent letter about the work in his own field, 
Mr. Billington writes: 

“We have just taken a census of our Makhtal field 
and it is with gratitude to our heavenly Father that 
we are able to report progress. Friends will remem- 
ber that during the first few years things were very 
hard; the people listened, but there seemed but little 
response. However, during the past two years there 
has been an awakening and work is now being carried 
on in twenty-seven of the villages. During the past 
eight years 802 converts have confessed Christ as 
their Saviour and have been baptized. At present we 
have a list of 245 inquirers. There are seven village 
schools, but these are not under Government recog- 
nition as in other parts of our field. 

“We should like to follow up these opportunities 
of giving the Gospel to the villagers. 

“We can send a Christian teacher to a village for 
a year for sixty to one hundred dollars. A Bible 
woman can be sent for forty to sixty dollars a year.” 

Surely such a petition and such facts are a chal- 
lenge to the Lord’s people everywhere. They are 
typical of conditions on many mission fields today. All 
can pray, many can give of their means, and there 
are many who can go out, as our Lord commanded, to 
carry the Good News to those who have never heard. 


we 


Each of us may be sure that if God sends us on stony 
paths he will provide us with strong shoes, and he 
will not send us out on any journey for which he does 
not equip us well—Alexander McLaren, in “Streams 
in the Desert.” 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 27. GIVING UP ALL FOR THE KINGDOM 
International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 19 : 1-29 
Golden Text.— Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.— Matt. 6: 20 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 
To set before the pupils the ideal of whole-hearted 
consecration. 


The Historical Setting 

The position of this incident in Luke’s Gospel war- 
rants us in assigning it to the Lord’s last days in 
Perea on the east of Jordan. For immediately after 
recording this Luke tells us, “He took unto him the 
twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jeru- 
salem” (Luke 18:31). And in the very same con- 
text the Lord Jesus came nigh to Jericho (Luke 18: 35). 
This solemn incident therefore took place certainly 
within a few weeks, perhaps within a few days of the 
cross. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 19:16.—Teacher, what good thing shall I 


do? The reading that has been adopted here by the 
Revised Version is undoubted. And it seems at first 
sight to avoid the difficulty arising out of the ques- 
tion and answer as given in the Authorized Version. 
But a comparison with Mark 10:17 and Luke 18: 18 
will show that the difficulty still remains. The difh- 
culty is this. Our Lord Jesus in his answer in its 
full form said, “Why callest thou me good?” But as 
.a matter of fact the Lord’s reply, “Why callest thou 
me good?” gives no countenance to any Socinian error 


regarding his person. On the contrary, it is a pointed: 


rebuke of all those who would deny his deity. He was 
no good master to be singled out from among men 
on account of his pre-eminence over his kind in vir- 
tue and wisdom. God sent us no such christ as this, 
nor may any of thie sons of men be thus called good. 
The Lord Jesus was one with Him who alone is good. 
This young man, for all his respectfulness, takes a 
low view of the Lord’s person and his office. This 
view Christ’s answer at once rebukes and disallows as 
he had done before in the case of Nicodemus (John 3). 
The meaning of Christ’s challenge may be paraphrased 
thus: “What do you mean by calling me good? In 
the full sense of the term goodness is an attribute of 
God alone. Do you mean this or not?” Mark 10:17 
tells us that the young man ran to our Lord. From 
Luke 18:18 we learn that he was a ruler. The af- 
fairs of each synagogue were administered by a group 
of ten men. They were chosen from men of leisure 
who were free from the necessity of labor and could 
thus devote themselves to the duties of the synagogue 
and to study. Of these ten the first three were called 
rulers of the synagogue. 

What good thing shall I do? In this question the 
young ruler enunciates the central error of the whole 
Pharisaic system. Goodness for the Pharisee con- 
sisted in exact conformity to certain external rules of 
conduct. The teaching of the Lord Jesus, on the con- 
trary, is that it is not by doing anything whatever 
that a man can inherit eternal life, but by being some- 
thing; not by observing Pharisaic rules, but by being 
born again. In other words, eternal life like physical 
life is not an attainment, but a gift. 


Verse 17—Why askest thou me concerning that 
which is good? Because there is only one who is 
good, the good for a man’s life can only be the will 
of God. If thou wouldest enter into life. There is 
only one perfect life, and this is conformity to the 
will of God. That will is man’s highest good. The 
open way to eternal life is obedience to God's will, 
keeping his commandments. But that is a way that 
nobody can take. For in many respects we have all 
failed to do it. Therefore that door is in effect closed. 
But instead of leaving man to despair, God comes 
to man in his failure with the free offer of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ. And when and because the 
sinner accepts that life, he is able to keep the com- 
mandments of God (1 John 3:9). 

Verse 18.—He saith unto him, Which? In answer 
to this further question the Lord Jesus throws the 
young man back on what he already knows. Like 
the rest of us, he knew a great deal more than he had 
done. It was not some extraordinary and unheard-of 
thing that he was to attempt, but the plain everyday 
duties that every Jew ought to have known even though 
he were not a ruler of the synagogue. Life’s failures 
occur not in hard and difficult things as a rule, but 
in the commonplace. Perhaps the young ruler ex- 
pected this new rabbi to produce a system of rules 
with which he would propose to hedge round the law. 
There might then have been occasion for discussion, 
such as the Jewish schools loved, to determine whether 
the new sets of rules were more satisfactory than the 


Devotional Reading: Proverbs 8: 1-12. 


Topic: Giving Jesus Place. 
thy hg Matthew 19: 16-26. 
Memory Verse: Thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all 
thy heart. - Deut. 6: 5a. . 
Junior Topic: Givizs Jesus First Place. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 19: 1-29. 
Memory Verse: Thou shalt Save no other gods before me.— 
Deut. 5: 7. 


and Senior Topic: How Shall We Use Our Money ? 
ee hdae, Teaendlltg st Pesrenene 


The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
vs. 


16 And behol4, one came to him and said, * Teacher, 
what good thing shall I do, that'I may have eternal life? 
17 And he said unto him, ? Why askest thou me concern- 
ing that which is good? One there is who is good: but if 
thou wouldést enter into life, keep the commandments. 
18 He saith unto him, Which? And Jesus said, Thou 











Jesus said unto him, If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell 
that which thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. 22 
But when the young man heard the saying, he went 
away sorrowful; for he was one that had great posses- 
23 And Jesus said unto his disciples, Verily I say unto 
oe Se ee ee Een ee 


heaven. 24 And again I say: unto you, It is easier for a’ 


s eye, than for a rich man 
to the kingdom of God. 25 And when the dis- 
ere astonished exceedingly, saying, 
then can be saved? 26 And Jesus looking upon them 
. With men this is impossible; but with God 
all things are possible. 
1Some ancient authorities read, Good Teacher. See 
Mark 10:17; Luke 18:18 %Some ancient authorities 
read, Why catiest thou me good? None is good save 
one, even God. See Mark 10:18; Luke 18: 19. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 

American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International 
Council of Religious Education. 
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old. The commandments the Lord Jesus quoted were 
the sixth to the ninth in the familiar Decalogue. After 
that the fifth was added. Perhaps there was especial 
occasion for this young man to be reminded of that. 
But note that the Lord said nothing about covetous- 
ness. This was the rich young man’s special sin. 
Probably the enumeration stopped short of this in order 
to try to arouse the man’s conscience by the very sin- 
gularity of its omission, 

Verse 20.—What lack I yet? Compare Philippians 
3:6. Mark tells us that “Jesus beholding him loved 
him” (Mark 10:21). This young man, though he was 
self-righteous, was no hypocrite. He spoke earnestly; 


he strove to keep, as he really believed he had kept, 
all God’s commandments. 





The Camel : 


By Amos R. Wells 


| LOADED my camel rich and high, and marched 
him up to the needle’s eye. He was laden with 
riches manifold, with bales of silk and with sacks 
of gold, with precious tomes and with jewels rare, 
and with vessels lovely beyond compare. I urged my 
camel with angry din, I pressed the camel to enter 
in, but far too large with his loading high he could 
not pass through the needle’s eye. I rode the camel 
a night and a day, and sought to enter some other 
way; but though I followed a wearisome round, 
only the needle way I found. I groaned, for I did 
not have enough, but I took from the camel the 
bulkier stuff, and with gold and gems I would fain 
get by; -still the camel stuck at the needle’s eye. 
Then I left the camel alone outside and all by my- 
self the entrance tried, with all of my pockets stuffed. 
Alas, the needle still would not let me pass. Then 
at length I threw all my wealth away, and sank upon 
lowly knees to pray. I begged the Lord to forgive 
my sin, and to let a poor traveler enter in. Then 
lo! the marvelous needle’s eye grew to an entrance 
wide and high, and proud and glad, in a beggar’s 
dress, I passed the Portal of Happiness. But where 
the camel decided to go, I did not care and I do 
not know. 
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Verse a1.—Perfect. The word is used here in refer- 
ence to the question, “What lack I?” In the Epistles 
the word pertect is used in a deeper and more ;estricted 
sense (cf. Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:15; Heb. 5:14). Go, 
sell. Thus the Lord Jesus gives him what he has de- 
sired. He points out to him a special work which he 
was able to do. What he requires of him is only a 
simple test. But it raises nothing less than the whole 
question of whether he was really able to keep that 
first commandment of the first table and the one from 
which all the others flowed. As the result showed, 
the young man ‘had not even understood the first 
spiritual requirement of the law. Self was really first 
in his life, not God. It is scarcely necessary to re- 
mark that this command of our Lord addressed to this 
particular individual is not always necessarily binding 
upon all. For example, in Luke 16 the Lord Jesus 
bade his followers make to themselves “friends by 
means of the mammon of unrighteousness” (v. 9). 
And he told them that fidelity in the use of money was 
one qualification for entrusting his people with oppor- 
tunities for higher service (Luke 16: iz). 

Follow me. Two things are implied in this follow- 
ing. (1) The utter abandonment of all self-right- 
eousness and the learning of dependence only upon 
the merits and grace of the Lord Jesus as his pass- 

rt to eternal life. (2) The utter abandonment of 

is own life of self-will and self-pleasing and the 
yielding of himself up to do the Lord’s will, See John 
1:12 and then Romans 12: 1. 

Verse 22.—Sorrowful. A conflict of opposite desires 
vexed his soul. He wished to serve God and mammon, 
He was sorrowful because he recognized an unescap- 
able claim upon him which he was unwilling to allow. 
He turned back through the deceitfulness of riches 
(Matt. 13:22). 

Verse 23.—The kingdom of heaven. Here the phrase 
is clearly a synonym for the “eternal life’ of verse 16. 

Verse 24.—A camel to go through a needle’s eye, 
This is not to be pressed into an absurd literalism. 
The expression is clearly proverbial, and as such the 
hyperbole of it is quite in keeping. 

Verse 25.—They were astonished exceedingly The 
disciples were all more or less poor men. _And their 
natural simplicity would easily lead them to suppose 
that it is easy for the respectable people and those 
comfortably off in this world’s goods to be God’s peo- 
ple. It is a fallacy commonly held today. The sins 
of educated people and of those with money are apt 
to be less blatant than those of poor folks. Though 
even this statement has to be made with considerable 
qualification. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Restlessness without God 
2. God in the commonplace 
3. The helplessness of the sinner 
4. The omnipotence of God 


Golden Topics 


1. Observe how the Lord Jesus adapted himself to 
the condition of this questioner, who plumed. himself 
on being a thinker. Christ shows him that he had 
not thought deeply enough. He also rebukes, tacitly 
though effectively, his Pharasaic pride. The secret of 
the way of life is not the prerogative of a select few. 
It lies in the common moralities of everyday conduct, 
and therefore is open to all men though they be not 
synagogue rulers. 

2. Christ came to fulfill the law. It is no new 
command that the Lord Jesus sets forth, but that 
which had been from the beginning (John 1:1). 

3. Note the spiritual use of the law as awakening 
the sense of sin and so leading to repentance. 

4. The danger of riches. We must be careful to 
remember that riches is a relative term. It is possible 
to be covetous arid selfish over a very little money just 
as much as it is over a great deal. For the pupils we 
have to translate the Lord’s warning into terms of 
their pocket money or earnings. Money in itself is 
not an evil thing. It is the love of money, not the 
money itself, that is “the root of all evil” (1 Tim. 6: 
10). Whatever money a Christian has he has it only 
as a steward for his Lord. It is God who gives him 
power to get wealth (Deut. 8:18). And the wealth 
thus gotten by God’s aid is to be used in accordance 
with God’s will. Teach the pupils to regulate their 
use of their own money by constant reference to God’s 
will. Our shopping, our purchases, whether for our- 
selves or for other folks, ought to be made continually 
a matter of prayer. We ought also to-use this oppor- 
tunity to impress upon the young folks the importance, 
the Scripturalness, and the blessedness of systematically 
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Lesson for April 27 - 


setting aside the tithe of all that they get for God’s 


service. 


5. Note the appositeness of this rebuke to the young 
ruler at that particular time to the disciples themselves. 
That it was generally needed is shown by their earnest 
inquiries as to what they were going to receive for 
their own self-sacrifice in following Christ. Also the 
disciples’ alarm concerning themselves was expressed’ 
in the questjon, “Who then can be saved?” It showed 
that they had penetration enough to see that the dan- 
ger against which their Master was warning them 
did not beset the rich alone. It seems as if the search- 
ing look that Mark tells us their Lord bent on them 
as he spoke had something to do with this unusual 
quicknéss of conscience. 

And all this gains immeasurably in meaning and 
sadness when we remember that one of. the disciples 
to whom the Lord Jesus was speaking did afterward 
make final shipwreck of his faith, partly at any rate 
through this same sin of covetousness. Judas sold his 
Lord for thirty pieces: of silver. 


6. The sinner’s helplessness. This lesson affords a 
fresh emphasis upon the truth that we can do nothing 
of ourselves to help ourselves. Self is a foe that can 
by no means be overcome by any effort of self-will. 
With men it is impossible. But with God all things 
are possible (v. 26). By the works of the law shall no 
man living be justified (Rom. 3:20). Thus the les- 
son Ofrice again leaves us face to face with the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the only hope for the sinner. - 


— Final Word 


Nothing less than the best, 
Nothing less than the best, 
My wonderful Saviour has pardoned and blessed; 
He saves mé, He keeps me, He gives to me rest: 
He’s worthy! Then give Him nothing less. tham the best. 
—R. Hudson Pope. 
Tunsrince WELLS, ENG. 


€ 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

- one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written oy several members of 
unday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smi and an 

~ Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. ave you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting, them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT facts concerning this questioner do we learn 
eyed ca and Luke that Matthew does not give 
ata ° 

2. Why do we think him a synagogue ruler rather than 
a Roman official 

: What word in connection with the account of the 
rich young ruler indicates he made a wrong decision? 

4. Did any who ever came to Christ as Saviour, seeking 
forgiveness of sin, “go away sorrowful”? 

5. Is the acceptance of any challenge of Jesus -Christ 
a cause for being “sorrowful” ? 

6. What is the sure. result of any real sacrifice made 
for Christ? 

7. What support for his observation that “it is hard 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven” did 
Christ find in this young man’s action? 

8. What shows us. thate Christ did not mean to teach 
that every one who wished to follow him must give up 
his possessions ? 

9. Did Christ say that a rich man cannot be saved? 
Explain. 

Ans Why were the disciples so astonished at what he 
said? 

11. What did Christ ask men to consider as the primary 
concern of life? 


12. Did this mean the ignoring of the secondary con- 
cerns? Why? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 


. Why hesitate-to give him your 





MATERIALS: Ten dimes, and a check made out 
for five million dollars. 











‘HEN God gave the law to the Jews, he asked 

for the first tenth of their income. If you were 
under the law, and you earned these tén dimes, you 
would set aside the first one for Jehovah. Many 
Christians do that today, and God gives them his 
promised blessing. Many others say they cannot af- 
ford to give God a tenth, for they can scarcely make 
ends meet with the whole ten tenths. They have 
never tried God’s arithmetic. Thousands have, and 
they find that 


9 dimes+God’s power=far more than ten dimes. 


But, even though we may literally give one dime 
for the Lord’s work, I believe he wants us to use all 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Second Quarter 
. April 6—The Law of the Cross. Matthew 16 : 13 to 17 : 27 
2. April 13.—The Child and the Kingdom : 
Matthew 18: 1-14; 19 : 13-15 
3. April 20.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness. Matthew 18 : 15-35 
Or, Easter Lesson: .c.ccaccccccccccscccsccces John 20: 1-16 
4. April 27.—Giving Up All fer the Kingdom 

Matthew 19 : 1-29 


os 


. May 4.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
Matthew 19 : 30 to 20: 28 
. May u1.—Jesus Acclaimed as King 
Matthew 20: 29 to 21 : 46 
7. May 18—Jesus Teaching in the Temple (Temper- 
ance Lesson) ....s..cccccseceeces Matthew 22:1 to 23: 39 
8 May 25.—Jesus Describes the Future of the Kingdom 
Matthew 24:1 to 2§ : 13 
9. June 1.—Contrast Between Faithfulness and Sloth- 
fulmessS .ccccrcscccvece Phe ee eee esabcKe Matthew 25 : 14-46 
10. June 8—Jesus in the Shadow of the Cross 
Matthew 26: 1-75 
ir, June 1§.—Jesus on the Cross ......... Matthew 27 : 1-66 
12. June 22.—The Risen Lord and the Great Commission 
Matthew 28: 1-20 


an 


13. June 29.—Review 








ten dimes for his glory. Isn’t that awful? Not a 
thing left for ourselves! But listen to what he prom- 
ises, “My God shall supply ALL your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” How rich 
is: God? Is he rich enough to supply all your need? 
ife, your all? He 
has declared his children are his ‘heirs, joint ‘heirs with 
Christ Jesus, to all things.. ais 
Now, here I have a check for five million dollars. 
Suppose Henry Ford signed it, and promised it to 
any of you who would work for him for five years, 
giving him back. all your earnings, he in turn guaran- 
teeing your living expenses for the five years. I 
suppose you would all refuse his offer? Oh, you 
wouldn’t? Why not? . , : 
Is Henry Ford richer than the eternal God, or is 
his word more reliable?. God means. what he says 
in his Word, Why not believe him? - 


Mount Hermon, CA. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


_By William H. Ridgway 


The Successful Life.—What good thing shall I do? 
(v. 16.) A man can have all the world offers and 
not be satished. Most men never are. It is the soul 
of man being called upon by God to strive for the 
man’s best. It seems as if God had implanted an 
instinct in the heart of man to come Home. “Jesus 
is tenderly calling thee home,” we sing. When I was 
a boy I was paid a quarter to get rid of a chicken- 
killing tomcat. Instead of drowning him, I had a 
boyish superstition about killing a cat (even now 
when a cat runs across the road in front of the car 
I say to my chauffeur, “Well, Chester, it isn’t a black 
one!’”’). So I took the cat to the overhead railroad 
bridge and dropped him into a passing gondola below. 
When I got home toward night there was Old Tom 
waiting for me, and somebody wanted to know about 
that quarter! Well, men are like Old Tom with 
Home instinct, but some do not have the sense of the 
cat to answer-to it. I wonder if this Home instinct 
does not help to save men? -Most men want to do 
some good thing, but ought they to do it for the 
reward, or because it is good? We get eternal life 
by believing, and not by doing good things (Gal. 2: 
16). Eternal life is the only thing worth seeking. 
Why bother much with New Jersey if you are going 
to California to stay? Many of my old cronies think 
and say, “Bill is a bug on religion,” but not one of 
them can sing as hilariously or has as happy a time 
as I have with my Sunday-school work here in Coates- 
ville, and the newspaper fellowship with you folks. all 
over the world—and a future absolutely secure 
through the Master I am working for. 


What It Costs.—If thou wouldest be perfect (v. 
21). Many imperfections in him. - But here’s the joy: 
Christ loved him (Mark 10:21). When you see a 
thing in a fellow man to condemn, hunt for something 
in him to love. Not what the man is, but what he 
was meant to be. Yesterday afternoon I listened to 
Tom Noonan “the bishop of Chinatown,” and John 
Callahan “the bishop of the Bowery,” both “jail birds” 
whom the Lord Jesus loved and saved. John was 
speaking for Tom on the air. I am reading the last 
biography published of Daniel Webster, by Benson, 
who says of Webster, “A ‘giant at his best, but only 
a broken-winged bird at his worst.” America loved 
Webster at his best. What was the thing Young Ruler 
lacked? Unselfishness? Sacrifice? It was a gruelling 
test to teach the young man where he was weak. Our 
Lord Jesus knew that in his old age Rome would do 
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for him what in our own day Russia has done for all 
its rich young rulers, leaving him stripped of all he 
had. There is a wonderful and familiar picture of 
this scene by Hoffmann (it can be bought for a penny 
or two). At the door is “the poor” to which the 
Master’s right hand directs. And what a hand the 
artist has painted! The young man was to be saved 
by giving that upon which his life was centered, to 
better the condition of “Lazarus” at his door (Luke 
16:20). Christ pointed him to the “self-surrendered 
life.” The only way to true happiness. The world’s 
greatest and best have done this. Luther, the Puri- 
tans, the Quakers, Livingstone, and the missionary 
army. Moody, Mrs. Whittemore, Lady Somerset, 
hundreds who will occur to you, both in the big place 
and in the little place. God has honored them in them- 
selves or in their children. The young man wanted 
the cake and penny both. He did not want eternal life 
badly enough to pay the price. The railroad official 
said to Tom Coon, the railroad brakeman, “I would 
give all the world, Tom, to have a faith like yours.” 
“Well,” replied Tom, “that’s just what it costs.” 


“All Things Are Possible.”"—/t is easier for a camel 
to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God (v. 24). Every once 
in a while some smart one tries to be funny over the 
colloquial use of this piece of rhetoric by the Master 
who was also a man in a world of men and spoke the 
language of men. I heard a man say the other day, 
“It is easier for a man to whisper in his own ear 
than to do so-and-so.” “Waves mountain high.” 
“Skin of your teeth.” Hyperbole is the rhetorical name 
for such a form of expression. We had this same 
lesson about two years ago. At that time~I told the 
following story, which was greatly enjoyed. I do not 
very often repeat so soon, but fhe repartee is such a 
good crack at the mocker I think I may be forgiven 
— besides, in two years many new customers have 
come. into the Times. <A well-known preacher has a 
brother who is a chemist. When he came to know 
the Lord Jesus through his preacher-brother, he took 
up the study of the Bible from the chemist’s point of 
view. One day he met an old crony, “Bob,” who is 
a banker. “Well, Jim, old fellow, I hear you've got 
religion at last and joined church.” “Yes, Bob,. that’s 
so, and. ever since I have been applying scientific 
methods to the study of the Book and have found it is 
everlastingly true from cover to cover. In science we 
cannot guess, we must know.” “Jim, I guess there is 
one passage in that Book you have trouble with,” said 
Bob. “What is that?" “Where it says it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” “Why, 
Bob, that gives me no trouble at all. If Edison can 
put a whole brass band on the point of a needle, God 
Almighty would have no trouble to put one old camel 
through the eye of a needle!” “There you go, joking 
as usual. Thought you said you were applying scien- 
tific methods to your Bible.” “Bob, that’s easier yet. 
We chemists would just dissolve that poor camel in 
good lively acid, and then squirt him through.” Of 
course, this merry quip does not explain this familiar 
and frequently quoted text, yet if a little deep thinking 
is given, there will be found a whole lot more in this 
bright repartee of the two Chicago business men than 
appears at first sight. It remains that all things are 
possible with God. When Mr. Rich Man becomes hid 
in Christ as gold is hid is aqua fortis (nitric acid), it 
is no harder for him to pass into Heaven than for 
the liquid to pass through the needle’s eye. 

GOATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round- Table 


LL zeaders are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


._ word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
ew desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
neede 


The Difference in the Glass.—Go, sell, . . . and 
give to the poor. ... He went away sorrowful; for 
he was one that had great possessions (vs. 21, 22). 
One-day a rich, miserly man visited a rabbi, who took 
him by the hand and led him to the window. “What 
do you see?” asked the rabbi. “I see men, women, 
and little children,” answered the rich man. Again the 
rabbi took him by the hand, and led him to a mirror. 
“Now what do you see?” “Now I see myself,” the 
rich man replied. “Behold,” said the rabbi, “in the 
window there is glass, and in the mirror there is glass, 
but no sooner is silver added to the glass of the mirror 
than you cease to see others and see only yourself.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. E. G. Stallard, 
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’ San Diego, Cal., and Mrs. W. J. Garver, 
Washington, Pa. 


A Man’s Back.—He went away sor- 
rowful; for he... had great possessions 
(v. 22). G. F. Watts’ famous picture 
illustrating “For he had great possessions” 
is familiar to every one. 
this account of the rich young ruler: “I 
am doing a man’s back —little else but 
his back—to explain, ‘He went away 
sorrowful; for he had great possessions.’ 
Fancy a man turning his back on Christ 
rather than give away his goods. They 
say his back looks sorry. I don’t know. 
It is what I meant his back to express.” 
—From the Quiver.: Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng., and Emma 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Somebody to Divide With.— But when 
the young man heard the saying, he went 
away sorrowful; for he ... had great 
possessions (v. 22). A little orphan news- 
boy was selling his papers on the streets. 
A man stopped to buy a paper from him. 
While the man was searching his pocket 
for a coin he questioned the newsboy as 
to where he lived. The answer was that 
he lived in a little cabin way down in the 
dark district of the city, on the river bank. 
The next question was, “Who lives with 
you?” The answer was, “Only Jim. Jim 
is crippled and can’t do no work. He's 
my pal.” The man ventured the remark, 
“You'd be better off without Jim, 
wouldn’t you?” The answer came with 
some scorn, “No, Sir, I couldn’t spare 
Jim. I wouldn’t have nobody to go home 
to. An’ say, Mister, I’ wouldn’t want to 
live and work with nobody to divide with, 
would you?” That was a short sermon, 
but it went home—/rom the Sentinel. 
Sent by Mrs. Charlotte J. Newsome, 
Montreal, Can. 


“Died Rich” ?—I/t is hard for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven 
(v. 23). Many years ago John Some- 
thingorother, a gold prospector, at last be- 
lieved himself rich. But he was starving 
amid the shifting sand dunes of Death 
Valley, Cal. On a scrap of paper John 
scribbled, “Died rich.” Then hugging a 
small bowlder. of mica, whose pyrites, 
resembling gold, apparently had deceived 
him, John passed away. Recently a party 
of motor tourists discovered the skeleton. 
An old miner’s pick lay near by. A rusty 
watch was also found — but was not run- 
ning.—From the Pathfinder. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


A Rather Important Lack.—One thing 
thou lackest (Mark 10:21). A college 
professor, being ferried across a stream, 
asked the boatman, “Do you understand 
philosophy?” “No, never heard of it.” 
“Then one-quarter of your life is gone. 


Do you understand geology?” “No.” 
“Then one-half of your life is gone. Do 
you understand astronomy?” “No.” 


“Then three-quarters of your life is gone.” 
Presently the boat tipped over and both 
fell into the water. “Can you swim?” 
asked the boatman. “No.” “Then the 
whole of your life is gone!”"—From the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Hsatts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


What Agassiz Could Not Afford to 
Do.—Lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven (Golden Text). The great 
Agassiz was devoting time and talent to 
a poorly paid but absorbing line of scien- 
tific study, when he received a message 
from a college president offering him 
what seemed a munificent sum to come 
and deliver a course of lectures on Natu- 
ral History. His characteristic reply was 
rather startling, but might well be 
stamped on the hearts of all God’s stew- 
ards: “I cannot afford to waste time 
making money.”—From Moody Moiuthly. 
Sent by Mrs. E. G. Stallard, San Diego, 
ou and Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, 
Noe ; 


Sending Treasures Home.—Lay up for 
youtselves treasures in heaven (Golden 
Text). I once had friends who were 
traveling abroad for several years. They 
intended to build a home on their return, 
and the dream of the home that was to be 
went with them in all their journeying. 
When they could secure a beautiful pic- 
ture, statue, or vase, they purchased it, 
and sent it home to await their coming. 


The artist gave | 
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Rare and curious: treasure which would 
afterward be linked with happy memories 
they forwarded for their future enjoy- 
ment. I love to think that we are doing 
the same for our heavenly Home in these 
pilgrimage days on earth. The kindly 
deed that made a rare picture in some- 
body’s life, the little sacrifice that blos- 
somed into foy, the helpful friendship, — 
all these we shall find again; and the 
patience we have gained, the “song in the 
night” that we have learned, whatever 
of beauty, tenderness, faith, or love we 
can put into other lives or our own will 
be among our treasures in Heaven!— 
From Forward. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Ue 
From the Platform 
By Philip 'E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that there are offered to us 
more lasting possessions than the swiftly 
fading values of earthly gain. We pray that 
we may very early learn what are the true 
values, and to separate the true from the 
false. May we not wear out our lives and 
use up our precious years in struggle for 
the holdings that the world counts of first 
importance, but may we put first thy king- 
dom and thy righteousness as the chief ob- 
jects of our seeking. If, today, we are 
clinging to interests and possessions that in- 
terfere with our relationship with thee and 
our service for thee, may we be glad to lay 
these things aside at thy call and follow 
thee without hindrance. “We ask this in the 
name of him who laid down life for us, qur 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A young doctor 
stood at the parting of the ways. He 
had finished his hospital service. He was 
ready to choose where he should carry 
on his work. He felt strongly. called to 
the mission field where he knew the need 
was so great, but he was attracted by 
what he might be able to do in the city 
where he lived in building up a great 
practice. As he walked the streets of the 
city that day the struggle in his mind 
went on, and he finally decided not to 
listen.to what he really believed was God’s 
call to the mission field, and to stay in 
medical work at home. Years later, to 
a friend he said, “And my refusal of 
God’s call then has affected my whole 
life since.’ He spoke sadly. His friend 
supposed that his great success in his 

ractice was satisfying, but not so. A re- 
usal of God’s invitation never brings into 
one’s life the blessings that God had in- 


tended. God's plan for us always includes 
the best gifts that he has prepared for 
us. Unless we are willing to give up our 
own wills and follow his will, we must 
give up so much that God lovingly in- 
tended for us. Which are you doing to- 
day, your own way or his way? Let us 
: pray. 





WHAT FIRST ? 








Lesson Hymns 
“Jesus Calls Us.” 
“Nothing Between.” 
“Seek Ye First.”’. 
“Christ Liveth in Me.” 
“Full Surrender.” 
“Have You Counted the Cost?” 


+ 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Prof of Educati 
at Juniata College 








THE PRINCIPLE OF CORRELA- 





TION.—Connect with the lesson re- 








lated truth from other sources. 





HE teaching: of the Lord upon the 

matter of wealth or possessions may 
well be based upon a bit broader foun- 
dation than the incident singled out for 
our lesson, both that we may the better 
detect the significance of the incident it- 
self and that we may get re-enforcement 
for any application that may relate to 
ourselves. It is clear that the Lord did 
not indicate in the case of the young 
eman his general attitude toward the pos- 
session of wealth, for he did not give the 
same suggestion to Zacchzus, nor did he 
evidently make it a condition of his 
friendship for those rich friends who min- 
istered to him of their substance (Luke 
8:3). While he condemned the man who 
accumulated wealth and neglected his 
soul, he commended in his parables as 
good and faithful servants those who had 
used diligence in the accumulation of 
wealth in business. What is the recon- 
ciliation of these apparently contradictory 
attitudes toward wealth and the possessors 
of wealth? 
__ It lies, of course, in a fuller investiga- 
tion of his teaching. Christ’s first con- 
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Gake the MISER out of-miserable and 
all that remains is ABLE. 





Old Scrooge: These persistent requests for 
Sinancial help make me miserable. . 
They ought to knowIm not abley-” 
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cern, and the first concern to which he 
called men was, not the accumulation of 
material things even to the satisfying of 
the natural wants of the body, but the 
kingdom of God (Matt. 6: 33). He told 
men not to lay up treasures upon earth, 
| but in Heaven, and showed how difficult 
it is for a man to be rich and yet find an 
entrance into the kingdom. But he dis- 
tinctly denied that it is igpossible for a 
rich man to be saved. ¥ put oneself, 
with all that one has, be it little or much, 
at the disposal of him we call Lord, fol- 
lowing his guidance as to its disposal, was 
the lesson the young man refused to learn. 
It is the lesson of stewardship so slowly 
dawning yet upon many who continue to 
call him “Good Master.” 


HunNrTINGDON, Pa, 
v 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 19: 1-30, using 16-29 

for the lesson. The class will recall 
that the week before Easter we learned 
about the Lord Jesus blessing the little 
children who were brought to him as he 
was coming down from Galilee to Judza. 
| The lesson for this week follows imme- 
| diately after. At first it may seem a hard 
lesson for the little folks to learn, but 
lif we tell them the incident in simple 
story fashion, and try to find its real 
true teaching, they will get a lesson from 
it. ‘ 

After the mothers and children had 
gone, and the Lord had started on his 
juurney again, a young man came run- 
ning to him and knelt before him, saying, 
“Good Teacher, what good thing shall 
I do, that I may have eternal life?” It 
will be well just here to let the children 
tell you what they think eternal life 
means. It was a subject the Saviour 
loved to talk about. No doubt this young 
man had heard him speak of eternal life, 
and thought how good it would be to 
live on and on forever in a happy home, 
without any thought of death putting an 
end to his joys. He was willing perhaps 
to do something great to win such a life. 

The Saviour told him of the command- 
ments that God had given. The young 
man said he had kept the commandments 
all his life. But perhaps when he saw 
the Saviour, he realized that he had not 
kept them in his heart. At any rate, he 
felt that something was wrong, and he 
asked, “What lack I yet?” Mark tells 
us that the Lord Jesus looked at him, and 
loved him. Yes, the Saviour loved the 
young man who had been trying all his 
life to keep God’s law, and yet wanted 
help. He loves the little children in your 
class, too. Help them to know his love. 

The Lord Jesus knew the young man’s 
heart. Although he was trying to keep 
the Law, still he was thinking most of 
his silver and gold and houses and lands, 
and planning a safe way to keep them. 
The Saviour wanted so much to help him 
understand God’s love, and to know the 
safety and ‘happiness of belonging to 
the kingdom of Heaven. So he said, “Go, 
sell that which thou hast, and give to 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven.” The Lord knew that the young 
man’s money was not making him really 
happy, and wanted him to know the hap- 
piness he would find in giving to the poor. 
“He that giveth to the poor, lendeth to 
the Lord,” and we are sure that the Lord 
will pay back with large interest all that: 
has been loaned to him. In this way he 
would be putting his money in the only 
bank that can never fail. The Lord Jesus 
added, “Come, follow me.” This was 
the same call he had given his disciples, 
and it was a great honor. 

We know he spoke these words in a 
loving, inviting voice, but the young man 
couid not see the Lord’s kingliness, or 
feel the great happiness and peace of the 
kingdom of Heaven. He thought only 
of the pleasure he expected to get in 
spending all his money just as he liked. 
He went away from the Saviour sor- 
rowful, and we do not know that he ever 
came back. 

After the young man went away, the 
Lord told his disciples how hard it is for 








a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
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“happy and free from care, for the King 


. twelve thrones. He said, too, that anyone 


“much as was left for his sake, and should 
: also inherit eternal life. 





WHAT BECAME OF THE RICH 





Pee h\N 





Lesson fer April 27. 


Heaven. He said it was easier for a 
camel to go through a needle’s eye than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom. Ex- 
plain to the class that there was a-gate 
in the wall of Jerusalem called the 
“Needle’s Eye.” This gate was so small 
that a camel must drop his pack before 
he could go through it. And before 
we can enter the kingdom of Heaven we 
must lay everything down at the feet of 
the King. But since he is the King of 
Love, the citizens of his kingdom are 


attends to all their needs. 

Peter said that he and the other dis- 
ciples had left all they had and followed 
the Lord, and he asked Christ what 
their reward would be. Perhaps. Peter 
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personal talk with the children about the 
sweetness and joy of the kingdom of 
Heaven. Tell them that, since God loves 
them so much, they should love him first 
and best of all. Repeat the Memory 
Verse: “Thou shalt love Jehovah thy 
God with all thy heart” (Deut. 6: 5a). 

Sing “The Child of a King.” 

Curnton, S, C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 





thought that, because’ they had not been 
rich, they would not receive much reward. 
But the Master knew they had left their 
hortiés -and. ‘their ‘familiés, all that they 
loved for him. He said that when he re- 
ceivéd his Kingdom; and ‘sat’ on his glo- 
rious throne, they also should -sit. on. 


who should Jeave home and loved ones for 
iim should receive a hundred times as 


Close the lesson by having a loving 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





YounNG RuiER ? 


wien “tie wen Away SoRRowrul” 
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The King as the “Good Teacher” 
(a) His pupil. 
(2) His lesson, 
(3) Your: lesson? 











HERE is a winsomeness about this 
-A picture- of Christ and the rich young 
ruler that draws the interest of all be- 
holders, now as. ever. Your girls will 
respond to this same drawing power, if 
you can picture this scene as it really 
must have occurred. There is a fas- 
cinating contrast: between the two young 
men, Jesus of Nazareth in his simple 
peasant dress, with that face and voice 
and manner that made even his enemies 
say of him, ‘Never man so spake,” and 
this nameless son of wealth and position 
in his rich robes, with a face and man- 
ner already doubtless giving evidence 
of a spirit bored with life, surfeited with 
the world’s “good things.” 

This young man’s name for Jesus 
Christ, “Good Teacher,” is one many of 
his listeners love to use, or just 
“Teacher,” and one he evidently wel- 
comed. is reply here did not question 
the “teacher” but the “good” in this 


ocus the conversation on the true cen- 
ter of his life. Men recognized in Jesus 
Christ the teacher supreme of all the 
ages—even those who would not accept 
his still higher claim to deity. “We know 
that thou art a teacher come from God” 
would be the confession of faith of many 
today who would not go farther and con- 
fess, with Simon Peter, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” But 
only with such a complete confession can 
we be sure of joy. . 

(1) Your girls must think a little about 
that interesting pupil who came running 
to the Teacher that day in the long ago, 
kneeling (Mark says) in reverent respect 
to this one of whom he had evidently 
heard so much, and perhaps had often 
seen. Picture the probable scene from 
which he had come to this rather public 
interview, one somewhat trying to his 
pride and taste who was usually able to 
command all the privacy and quiet he 
wished, especially when his own personal 
affairs must be under discussion. The 
tacit surrender of his pride, in order to 
speak with this popular Teacher, was 
one_of the things that made the Lord 
Jesus love him. Seeking joy when he 
already possessed in such abundance all 
that gives joy, in the opinion ‘of most peo- 
ple? Impress upon your girls what he 
did have; measured in the terms of the 
social life of his day. 

(2) And what did the Teacher teach 
that rich young man? That joy was to be 
found: only. in forgetting self-and seeking 
first-the kingdom of: God and. his right- 
eousihess.*° Wealth, morality; position, 
outh— none of these. weigh against “go- 
ing, selling, giving, coming,. following” 
and ‘so~ possessing that-° “treasare “in 


-| heaven” which alone can satisfy the hun- 
_|ger after righteousness. 


f ‘Real: * satisfac= 
tion and heart rest cannot be found out- 


:-| side of Christ Jesus. “Jesus first,-othets 
| second, yourself last” —this order of liv- 


ing spells joy, the joy that never disap- 
points. The young man refused to ac- 


| cept the Teacher’s teaching,’ and so went 


away sorrowful — back to the old unsat- 
isfying things. 
Home Study 


What can you enter in your “Life of 
the King” from this study, besides the 





ch if 


result of that lesson to the young ruler? 


oung man’s address, and that only to 





What have you learned from.the Teacher | 
that will send you about the King’s busi- 
ness of “going, selling, giving, coming, 
and following,” that will make sure your 
“treasure in heaven” and your joy on 
earth? 


Rasun Gap, Ga, 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found -in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this’ les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YOUTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Conan, .Classes:are discovering 
the interest and: practical value of home- 
work ‘on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNnbay 
ScHoo. TIMEs. . 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more Copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School. Times Company, 325. Nerth Thir- 
teertth Street, Philadelphia, 


1. What did a Jewish ruler consider so 
valuable that he ran after Christ to- in- 
quire how he might get it? 

2. What encouragément to bring our 
personal problems to Christ does James 
give us in his epistle? 

3. What did the rich ruler value even 
more than this thing that he wanted? 

4. How did Christ usé’a camel and a 
needle to illustrate this young ruler's dif- 
ficulty? - = fe 

5. Is the possession of wealth in itself 
necessarily wrong? What is it that is 
harmful ? “s 

6. How may this danger threaten the 
poor as well as the rich? 

7. What promise as to necessities of life 
have those who put God first? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The fist in the vase. 
Discussion: ‘Name those things that 





are most difficult to surrender to Jesus 
Christ. 


Objective: A fully yielded life. 











AY, fellows, a very old and oft-told 

story, but one so apt in this case 
that it is worth repeating, is that of the 
little fellow who.got his hand caught in 
the narrow neck of a metal vase. He | 
could not pull it out. Every means 
imaginable was used, even the doctor was 
called, but the hand. seemed to be stuck | 
tight. Every effort to help the child to | 
withdraw it made him cry out with pain. | 
After a long while; upon being ques- | 
tioned, he said he had pushed his hand | 
into the -vase to recover a marble he had 
dropped in; and he was still holding the 
marble in his little fist! ‘Then he was 
plainly told he must open his hand, or 
it could not be withdrawn, which also 


meant that he must relinquish-the marble. | 


Being saved is not so much doing some- 
thing as it is #elinguishing something.! _ 

The rich’ young -rulef who came/ to 
Christ asking hew-he might obtain eter- 
nal life had done much, in keeping the 
commandments, but all his doing left Him 
still.short- of the mark. To be short: of 
the mark at all is to miss it. He must 
relinquish something, and it was some- 
thing over which he had: tightly closed 
his fingers. ,.When the Lord Jesus called 
on.him to relinquish his wealth he de- 
cided that he couldn’t do it. And ‘he 
went away sorrowful. It was a pity to 
make a decision that would send one away 
from Christ, sorrowful. It was never 
designed to be so. The decisions we 
make as we face the Lord Jesus should 
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be of the kind that make us happy. Our 
Lord calls for no other kind of decision. 
That young fellow, good and fine as he 
was, might have known that his wealth 
would never mean the same to him after 
he had withheld it from Christ: I sup- 
pose he must have found that out, but 
possibly too late. Would that he could 
have realized that it is not possible to 
outgive the Lord Jesus, and that Christ 
would have given back to him, in one way 
or another, far more than all his wealth. 

Usually, when anything is held back 
from Christ, the Devil puts a lock nut on 
it. Then it grips you so that it is harder 
than ever to loosen up. .And that makes 
the sorrowfulness all the more sorrowful. 
I wonder why there is no further record 
of the rich young ruler, It would be in- 
téresting to follow. him up and see what 
he got out of life after he turned down 
the proposition of the Master. _Maybe 
he tried to drown his conscience in a life 
of gaiety, or some strenuous business un- 
dertaking, or some far journey; but those 
things do not drown the conscience alto- 
gether. I am sure he must have had 
many distressing moments during the day 
and tossings upon his bed at night. 

I would like to think that at some time 


‘the young man, or even having grown 


old, threw down his wealth at the cross 
at last. But we do not know, and it 
seems to me, fellows, that the Lord Jesus 
let the story stop where it did so that we 
might look at ourselves to see what we 
have that he may be calling for; and to 
ask ourselves if we are tightening our fin- 
gers over that thing, or if we are wisely 
now making the ision that will not 
send us away sorrowful, but rather will 
keep us by the side of the Master joy- 
ously in partnership with him. 


Gresnsporo, N, C. 
ve 


Last Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of April 20) 


1. The writings of the Old Testament and 
the words of the Lord himself. 

2. They did not know that the Scriptures 
foretold it, and had forgotten what the Lord 
had or them (see John 20:9 and Luke 
24: 8). 

3. The Lord’s rébuke to the disciples on 
the road to Emmaus, and Peter’s reference 
to the Psalms on the day of Pentecost. 


4. We are told (Luke 8: 2, 3) that Christ 
had cast out seven demons from her; that 
she then became one of his constant sup- 
porters, with other honorable women; that 
she followed him from Galilee to Jerusalem 
and saw his crucifixion (Matt. 27:55, 56, 
61) and his burial; that she was the first of 
all at his grave, reported its emptiness to 
Peter and John, returned and there recog- 


| nized him when he spoke to her, carrying 


the first eyangel of his resurrection to others 
(John 20: 1-18). 

5. Mary of Bethany, whose brother Laz- 
arus he raised to life, and who anointed him 
with her precious spikenard. She seems 
to have loved him with equal devotion and 


| greater understanding, though with more re- 


Straint, being of a less emotional tempera- 
ment, perhaps. 


6. It was John, the beloved apostle, who, 
when he saw the disposition of the grave- 
clothes, was, first of all; “convinced” (see 
Weymouth for John 20: 8). 


7. Probably the arrangement of the grave- 
clothes indicating that the Lord had slipped 
out of them,— at least the arrangement of 
them indicated an orderly rising, not a dis- 
orderly and necessarily hasty removal of the 
body, in which case the graveclothes would 
undoubtedly not have been removed and 
left behind. i 


8. It is in John’s account alone (of the 
four Gospels) that Christ was recognized’ by 


| his voice, which must have remained un- 


changed. Mary knew him when she heard 
his voice speaking a familiar word, her own 
name.. Others knew him when they saw him. 


9. It seems clear, from John’s care in 
giving the very early hour of this Mary’s 
first arrival at the tomb, that she most prob- 
ably met the Lord first, and so received and 
executed his first resurrection commission 
— before the group met him, on their way 
back from their visit “after sunrise” (see 
Mark 16:2, Weymouth’s translation). 

10. Psalm 16:10; Job 19: 25-27; Psalm 
17:15; 1 Corinthians 15:12, 19 and 1 
John 3: 2. 

11, They began to run. It had a power- 
ful quickening effect upon them. Mary ran 
to tell the disciples. Peter and John ran to 
see for themselves, The disciples were im- 
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“Christian Life” 
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Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 





























AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


HEADQUARTERS 
373 Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Long centuries have elapsed since Calvary 
But Africa still lies under a pall of midnight 
blackness, and cruel crimes attend its devil 
worship. 

Thank God for the changes which the Gospel 
of grace, preached by missionaries, has made 
in places where groups of devoted Christians 
are witnessing to the power of the blood. But 
the other ninety per cent of its one hundred 
and fifty million souls—‘‘ How shall they hear 
without a preacher ?"’ 


Inland Africa and other literature sent free 
on request. 


PRAY FOR DARK AFRICA 


ASBURY COLLEGE 
** In the heart of the far-famed Blue Grass’’ 
Lewis Rossson Axgrs, D.D., LL.D., President 


A STANDARD COSMOPOLITAN “A” 
GRADE COLLEGE, enrolling the past year 
students from forty states and nine foreign 
countries, 


THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
ete fourteen majors leading to the degree 
of B. A. 


A DYNAMIC CENTRE OF SPIRITUAL 
POWER for those contemplating Christian 
service at home and abroad, noted for its 
fidelity to Methodist standards, for its good 
fellowship and unusual spiritual atmosphere. 


“The 


Resurrection 
Victory” 


McCONKEY’S EASTER MESSAGE 
**Hope,comfort and joy are found in this mes- 
sage for every child of God, especially for 
His sorrowing and bereaved children.’’ 
Sent absolutely free, postpaid 


Address: SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S, 1013 Bessemer Bldg, Pitteburgh, Pe., U.S.A. 


THE 


Cheltenham-Revere 


Park Place Near the Beach 
Atlantic City, N. 


FINE LOCATION 
DELICIOUS FOOD 


MODERATE RATES 
We shall be glad to supply information 
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mediately running to’either confirm the story ' 


or to tell it to others. 


12.. The vital. difference is that we have a 
living Christ to°serve and to proclaim, and 
not a:dead leader. 

13. The resurrection life enjoyed by be- 
lievers is a life of power; power over sin; 
power to reach the hearts of men by the 
Holy Spirit; power ‘to endure to the end. 

14. The power of the resurrection brings 
life out of death. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 4. How May We Find Our Life-Work? 
Psa. 119 : 105; Jas. 1 : 5-7. (Vocations Day.) 


May 11. Developing Good Will Through the 
Home. Ruth 1 : 6-10, 15-17. 

May 18 What Are the Causes of War? 
Jas. 3: 13-18; 4:1, 2. (World Good-Will 
Day.) 

May 25. How Missionaries Advance World 
Peace. Isa. 5a : 7-10. 





Sunday, April 27 


What Is a “Useful Life”? 
(2 Tim. 2: 3-15, 21, 22) 





Mon.—A Christian life (Tit. 3 : 1-8). 
Tues.—A pure life (1 John 3: 3). 
Wed.—A purposeful life (Acts 9 : 10-26). 
Thurs.—A loving life (1 Cor. 13 : 1-13). 
Fri—A consecrated life (Rom. 12: 








2, &). 
Sat.—A faithful life (Matt. 25 : 14-21). 





What are some useful purposes in daily 
work? 

Would you call Napoleon’s life useful? 
Why? 

Is a poet’s life useful? Why? 


MAN while touring near Alexandria 
noticed two Turkish warships lying 
at anchor, and proceeded to take a pic- 
ture of them with his camera. The cap- 
tain of the vessel on which the tourist 
was traveling noticed his interest in the 
warships and said to him, with a smile: 
“Yes, they look formidable enough, but 
they are perfectly harmless. They were 
anchored there eight years ago, and 
haven’t turned a wheel since.” 

Christians sometimes sing that glorious 
old hymn, “I’ve Anchored in Jesus.” Is 
it not possible, however, to be safely an- 
chored and yet never “turn a wheel” for 
him? James, you will remember, reminds 
us of the danger of such anchorage when 
he says, “Faith without works is dead” 
(Jas. 2:17). 2” 


Let us see if we can discover from our 
Scripture lesson what kind of life is a 
useful one for the work of the kingdom. 

The first thing we see is that a useful 
life must be one that is able to endure 
hardness (v. 3). If you have ever tried 
to work with a tool that would not hold 
a sharp, keen edge, you know, in a small 
measure, how discouraging it must be to 
the Lord Jesus Christ to have to work 
with some of us. Just when he needs 
keenness and endurance for a difficult 
task, we fail him by our inability to stand 
hard knocks or long, difficult testings. 
Perhaps our feelings are easily hurt, or 
we are not willing to work unless we can 
have a prominent place. Think it out. 
We all know how many times we have 
failed our Lord because we were unable 
to endure hardness. 

ye 

A useful life must be a disciplined one 
(v. 3). Paul likened it to the life of a 
soldier who knows what it is to take or- 
ders from others, to go forward some- 
times without knowing one’s destination, 
to be content with simple fare, and to 
work long hours if need be. 

gx 

The useful life must be a separated life 
(v. 4). There are many excellent things 
that have no place in a soldier’s life. 





Children take pains using 
embroidery hoops. 


Get the genuine. At 30,000 stores. 





Can you imagine how useful a soldier 
i would be to his government if he at- 


“Aajusto”-cork-cushioned tempted to run a business on the side, or 


; to maintain a home and family or work 
a vegetable garden? Just so, there are 
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many things not necessarily harmful in 
themselves, that we shall have to be will- 
ing to forego, if we are to be useful to 
our Lord and Master. 


The useful life must be an obedient life 
(v. 5). We must run the race lawfully, 
according to God’s plan. It is so easy 
for us to think that all we need to do is 
to be busy about some work for Christ. 
But what a waste of time and energy it 
is when we insist upon doing what we 
think needs to be done instead of seeking 
his guidance and instruction. How un- 
profitable .we .are when we insist upon 
working in our way instead of according 
to his plan. * 


The useful life must be one that has 
an objective (v.5). We run the race not 
merely for the sake of running, but to 
win a prize, —the approval of our Lord 
and the crown that he has to offer for 
faithfulness and diligence. 

5) 

The useful life must be one that 
is not afraid of work (v. 6). To reap 
the fruit is a joyous, happy experience, 
but it comes only to those who are will- 
ing to do the hard work necessary to 
make fruit bearing possible. We look 
with admiration and longing sometimes 
at those who are in places of Christian 
leadership. We think how fine it would 
be to step into their shoes, but all too 
often we are not ready to make the sac- 
rifice they have made before such a place 
of service is possible for them. We are 
not willing to give time to the prayer 
life or to the study of God’s Word 
they have given. 


The useful life must be the crucified life 
(v. 11). This involves some of the other 
qualities of a useful life that we have 
just seen. It means death to self and to 
our own plans and ambitions, so that we 
may be completely alive, to Christ and to 
his will for us. 


The useful life will.be a life that knows 
suffering (v. 12). We need not think 
that once we have yielded our whole life 
to the Lord Jesus Christ all will be a 
blissful bed of roses. Our Lord’s earthly 
life was not such, and the servant is not 
above his Master. We may expect 
at times to suffer keenly for his sake. 
Sometimes it may be at the hands of those 
we love best, or those we have sought to 
help. s 


The useful life will be an instructed 
life (v. 15). God has given us a mar- 
velous Guide Book. Before we can be 
useful to him we must know something 
of its contents.. Our usefulness increases 
as our knowledge of his Word grows, for 
his Word is “profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for corréction, for instruction in 
righteousness; that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works” (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17). 

ye 

The useful life must be a cleansed life 
(v. 21). How can the Lord pour through 
us streams of living water if our lives 
are clogged with impurities and sin? He 
has made provision for us that we sin 
not, by making it possible for us to be 
kept safe in his life, moment by moment. 

ye 

The useful life will be a following life 
(v. 22). The Lord Jesus is our great 
forerunner and pattern, and it is looking 
unto him that our race is to be run (Heb. 
12:1, 2). ~ 


Let us check up therefore our lives 
according to God’s standard of usefulness, 
asking him to show us wherein he wants 
to make us keen and trustworthy tools 
that in his hands shall accomplish ‘that 
for which he has designed us. 


$e 
What things in my life do I recognize 
as useless for God’s purpose? 
Am I willing to let go of all useless things 
for his sake? 
Am I willing to be made useful through 
the means and circumstances God sends me? 
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Children at Home 








A New Missionary’s First Report 


Jean Elizabeth is the baby daughter 
of two missionaries in China. The follow- 
ing letter is her first report to friends in 
America, as the father and mother think 
a might have written it had she bee 
able to. 


Y DEAR LITTLE FRIENDS; I’m just.a 

wee, new missionary, one of the 
newest arrivals, with a message of , 
and joy. At first people didn’t know 
much about me and didn’t seem to care. 
They were simply curious, like some home 
folks are, to see if I had the true mission- 
ary expression. “Look, look, see,” was the 
daily performance of every Jim, Mary, 
and Bess that came to investigate and re- 
port. They came, they talked, they 
laughed, they advised until I boo hooed 
and then they fled. 

New missionaries love their new outfit, so 
some kind-hearted ladies thought I needed 
an outfit to keep me cool in winter and 
hot in summer. They wirelessed a 
B.A.B.Y. call and a heap of pretty things 
came from far and near, rich poor, 
to make up my outfit. They were all 
packed in love and tied with such good 
wishes that for a time I lost conscious- 
ness. \ 

Two of the older missionaries, called 
Mama and Daddy, were asked to act 
as my advisory committee, officially 
known as Committee on Guidance for 
new missionaries. This committee has 
been, and is going to be, a reai help. 
Mama works day and night to make 
me happy in my new home. She calls 
me Pessy, Buful, Darling Hunchung, 
Sugar-pum pie, Ice Cream Soda. Daddy 
helps when my voice reaches a high pitch 
and I become the whole show, or when 
my thumb wanders between the lips that 
charm the old folks. At first he called 
me Smatter Pop, Tiddly Winks, Turtle 
Dove, and now he calls me Jean, Jean 
Elizabeth, or his little Colleen. 

Eating, daily eating, has taken most 
of my time. All missionaries eat, but 
newcomers seem to eat more. You finish 
one sterilized course and another appears, 
some served hot and some cold, and the 
supply seems inexhaustible... [ve done 
pretty well, they say, on cod liver oil 
and other vitamins, so that I reckon in 
height and weight as six months ahead 
of other new missionaries. 

Walking and teeth cutting are rather 
painful experiences, but they add much 
to the joy of living. Sixteen of the 
teeth have already arrived to serve as 
protective agencies against all Oriental 
diseases. 

It’s all the rage for new missionaries 
to keep at least one other person busy, so I 
engaged a woman called Amah for the 
summer., She has been very useful when 
I take my airing or morning plunge, but 
her language is a weird, unfriendly gab- 
ble that fairly makes me roar. 

Many of these old missionaries seem 
to think that a good looking missionary 
gets a better hearing, and they think I’ll 
draw a crowd with my golden curls, sap- 
phire blue eyes, merry smile, and cute 
ways. Some think I’m smart because I 
talk, talk all day long in a strange and un- 
known tongue. There are so many dif- 
ferent ways of talking in our section of 
China that one has to learn several brands 
of Chinese as well as English, Mama 
and Daddy understand me and I under- 
stand them, so I think I am doing pretty 
well for an eighteen-months-old mission- 
ary. 

This is a lovely country. It fills my 
heart with love. I love the trees, I love 
the flowers, I love the birdies and the 
stars, I love the babies white and yellow, 
and the chickens’ legs and feathers; I 
love the doggies and the pussies, the sun- 
shine and the rain. I love everybody and 
everything, but I love Mama and Daddy 
best. God has been very good to send me 
here, and he is‘the center of my love. 


Yours lovingly, 





Jean ELIzABETH. 
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A HEART-TO- HEART LETTER | 


the Readers of The Sunday School Times 








The Million Testaments Campaign for Latin American Lands 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. - 


Dear Friend: 





during which I traveled over 10,000 miles and visited seven gladly received the Word. 
i et ee countries, there are three impressions that are uppermost in 
i my heart and mind. 


lst, THE OPEN RECEPTIVE ATTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE TO THE 
WORD OF GOD. They receive it gladly. They read it eagerly. 
It is a new Book to them. Now is the providential moment to 
flood the lands with the Word of God to produce a spiritual 
and moral revolution. 


2nd, THE URGENT APPEALS OF THE MISSIONARIES AND PASTORS 
FOR MORE TESTAMENTS. Already 200,000 have been sent out. -. to 
Others are being printed. But they are calling for more, Riibiehis malities Argentina 








On my return from a nine weeks’ trip to Latin America, RE ae oe 











more, more—to meet the dire need and the unparalleled whe wore delish | to get 
opportunity. years: 





3rd, THE FEARFUL .MORAL CONDITIONS IN THESE LANDS. In 
one South American country government statistics place the 
number of illegitimates at 50 per cent of the population. In 
another country a. missionary estimates them at 80 per cent. 


Why is this terrible plague raging in these lands? 
Chiefly because they have not had the Word of God to hide in 
their hearts to keep them from sin. 





Here is what the Word will do. A abkabenee gave me 
the facts at first hand during our tour. A copy of the New 





Testament was found in a dead man's pocket. It was passed A Goats Aine eB 
around the neighborhood and the people began to read it. nek, seeds anes 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
First one was converted and then another and another. Now 
there is a splendid group of believers and they are about to 
organize a church. F , 
| 
| 


One of the converts had three "wives." After he found 
the Lord he put away two of the women and was legally married 
to the third. What was the cause of the spiritual and moral 
revolution in the lives of these people? It was all the out- 
come of the réading of a single copy of the New Testament. 


Pe May the Lord show you very clearly what share you should 
ve in meeting this crucial situation. And let us pray, , 
pray, pray; and enlist the prayers of others! Weare * 








The time is short! The need is great! Let us act 
quickly! 
Yours cordially in Him, 





Isaiah 55:11. 





A Chilean boy og 
slad to receive the Werd 
of God. 
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t 
8 MR. PETER STAM, JR., Treasurer, S.S.T. 8 
| ggg OO TONE. OMS ectviee to H The Million Testaments Campaign, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa... H 
i the cause by sending for Iilus- H Dear Mr. Stam: I enclose $......seseesssees sessssees to give the Word 8 * 
1 g of God to our neighbors in Latin America. H i 
1 trated Sheets and Prayer Cards for dis- ' * 
. ; Name POOPEUCIICCOOSICS ICC iT TET errer Tie rreeeerreer errr TTT Terr rr err reer rT Teer rae Ts oe: dveredocee eevceecce 
| tribution in Bible classes, missionary : H 
° e 
| societies, etec., and for mailing to your : SOUAGE: MM LIOSS dicta: ad Soa vsceceneca so Pbh Gita vaiatbdaoeccdtdinde Rises ktcsilel etecdeoee : 
7 ‘ > 
i friends, to arouse interest and enlist gE OSS ERIS ae 2 ol cance Serer ' 
: Pl d Prayer Cards aid... ..._ Illustrated Sheets for : 
ease send me. .... .« a SS” Pi tee ii d Sh f ® 
E intercession. 8 distribution. (Note : The sheet contains $8 plotines taken by Mr. Davis during his § 
: trip to Latin America.) ; . 
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to the 


in a Santa Fe Pullman to 


Grand 
Canyon 


NATIONAL PARK 
on your way to or from 


California 


A Santa Fe trip to or from Cali- 
fornia via the Grand Canyon 
is one of life’s most satisfying 


experiences. 


Just stay in your comfortable 
Pullman until you reach the 
South rim. There, near the head 
of Bright Angel Trail, is El Tovar, 
one of Fred Harvey’s best hotels 
—open all the year. You will 
want to stay several days. 


TheSanta Fe is the onlyrailway 
toGrand Canyon National Park. 


The Sunday School Times 
Official Tour to the World’s 
Fundamentals Convention, Los 
Angeles, June 8-16, 1930, will 
return via the Santa Fe route, 
including stopover at Grand 
Canyon. 


The Indian-detours-Grand Canyon Line 
Ask for picture folders 


E. F. BURNETT 
Gen. Agent. a. Dept. 


8 RY. 
606 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Phone: Vanderbilt 3791 : 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Praying Hyde’s” Prayer Principles 


“ fy you praying for quickening in 
your own life, in the life of your 
; fellow workers, and in the Church? 
“Are you longing for greater power 
of the Holy Spirit in your own life and 
work, and are you convinced that you 
cannot go on without this power? 
“Will you pray that you may not be 
ashamed of Jesus? 
“Do you believe that prayer is the great 
means for securing this spiritual awaken- 
ing 
“Will you set apart one-half hour each 
day, as soon after noon as_ possible, to 
pray for this awakening, and are you 
willing to pray till the awakening comes?” 


April 21 to 27 
Mon.—Matthew 19 : 16-22. All Belongs to God. 


The command t> give up all and follow 
the Lord was a remedy for the particular 
danger of the young ruler’s life, and is 
applicable only to those who are in the 
same danger as he. When we really sur- 
render ourselves to the Lord, it includes 
all we have. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
testimony to sailors at Los Angeles of 
the Sailors’ Home Circle (Claude H. 
Pearson, 1042 West Ninth Street, Los 
Angeles); for the three hundred Chilean 
youth who heard the Gospel on a train- 
ing ship at anchorage; for the foreign- 
speaking students at the Bible Institute 
who help Mr, Pearson; for increased 
funds for purchasing literature and for 
support; pray for all work among seamen. 


Tues.—Matthew 19 : 23-30. The Peril of Riches. 


In another teaching our Lord spoke of 
“the deceitfulness of riches.” A Chris- 
tian money-maker sets a limit to his 
gains; he thinks he will be satisfied with 
a hundred thousand dollars, but, that 
stowed away, he usually decides he must 
have half a million before he ceases 
gaining, lives on what he has, and serves 
the Lord in a more personal way. Of the 
great multimillionaires who are Chris- 
tians, how many have ever given to mis- 
sions, the quickest way to bring in the 
kingdom, any gifts comparable to what 
they have given to endow colleges, dis- 
cover health cures, establish libraries, and 
the like? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Business Man’s Gospel Association, Gar- 
den City, Kansas, whose workers hand 





out tracts to the folks around them; pray 








CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 


announce the completion of 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 

















for all tract distributing agencies. 


Wed.—2 Corinthians 9 : 6-15. 
God Loves the Cheerful Giver. 

If we are giving in annoyance at having 
the gift to the Lord’s work extorted from 
us, or because we feel we are compelled 
to do so for any reason, God does not 
love us as such givers. This inference 
is inescapable from verse 7. But nobody 
can cheerfully outgive God (vs. 8-12). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for_the 
president of the American Home Bible 








Institute, Mr. Collamore (837 Avlisun 





Books Wanted 


Please hel ° 54 
enlarge out Ie C>vangel Qiniversi 
brary quickly 

by parcel post 
‘|gifts of your 

tdle books on theo- 
togical or general 
| subjects. 


74 Fairview Avenue 
JERSEY CITY, N. J. 





Sounded on « 
Dhe Infallible Word of Sod 


Street, Washington, D. C.), seriously ill 
in a hospital; for all the local and cor- 
respondence work; for the supply of 
needs; for all Bible schools. 
Thurs.—Luke 6: 27-38. Loving and Giving. 

The thought of this title seems to be 
—and it is true—that where we give to 
those who can return us nothing (v. 38), 
loving them as inculcated in verse 35, we 











A Miniature E-Z Pageant 


“THE SOWER” for “°5x5* 


Employing entire audience assisted by selected groups 


of young people, and requiring 


NO MEMORY WORK—NO REHEARSALS 


Examination copy on request to Pastor, or pro- 
gram chairman. 


G. C. TULLAR **= 


New York, N. Y. 





620—M, 154 Nassau St. 


shall have full return, and running over, 
even from men, but surely from God. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Special Cruise Tour to Los Angeles, led 


The Sunday School Times, on the Pan- 


leaving New York May 17, and for the 
many Christians who will attend the Con- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


by Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of 


ama Pacific Electric liner Pennsylvania, 





mentals Association, at Los Angeles, 
June 8-14; pray for this Convention. 
Fri.—Z Corinthians 8 : 9-15. 

Proportionate Giving. 
There is more often than we think a 
temptation to’ Christians to give beyond 
their means, though it is usually the other 
way. God’s only requirement is that giv- 
ing .be commensurate with what we have. 
The tithe of our income is the minimum. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that God 
may give the sixteen thousand five hun- 
dred millionaires of the United States and 
al rich men a sense of the fact that 
riches can never satisfy the heart, and 
especially put it into the mind of all truly 
converted rich men to increase their gifts 
to mission work, everywhere lagging for 
lack of funds. 


Sat.—Ecclesiastes 11 : 1-8. , 

The Reward of Giving. 
This reward is only the reward that 
comes to the natural man in his giving. 
For Ecclesiastes teaches what the man 
“under the sun” may expect. But we 
Christians are over the sun — we are liv- 
ing in the heavenlies with the risen Sav- 
iour. In losing our lives —giving all to 
him — we find them, in eternal privileges 
of which we cannot now fully conceive. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray for the 
programs of summer. Bible conferences, 
that all teachers may be helped by the 
Spirit in the delivery of their messages, 
and that all whom God would have to 
attend may be enabled to go. 


Sun.—Proverbs 8:1-11. Wisdom’s Call. 


Instruction, knowledge, and wisdom are 
better than silver, gold, and rubies (vs. 
10, 11). God may have entrusted some 
of these material treasures to us because 
of the fact that we whole-heartedly seek 
first his kingdom (Matt. 6: 33). The true 
wisdom spoken of in this reading is more 
than abstract value; it is the life and 
power of our Lord himself, as the balance 
of this chapter clearly shows. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association 
(843 North Wells Street, Chicago) ; that 
all its needs may be supplied for publish- 
ing and disseminating Christian literature, 
and that it may earn a surplus with which 
to send the Gospel in print to hungry 
hearts, according to its charter; pray for 
all Christian publishing houses. 


The Call of the West 


WESTERN CANADA is a Mission Field of great 


need. Over 1 millions rural population. 


Over 2,000 schoo: districts where the Gospel is never 
preached. Over 100,000 persons in one province 
alone could not attend any kind of religious service 
if they so desired. 


Over f%. school districts in one province where the 
Gospel has aot been preached in over 15 years. 

Thousands of boys and girls without any Gospel 
privileges. 
** Speaking to a group of children on the trail a mis- 
sionary asked if they knew Jesus. A lad replied in 
all seriousness, ‘‘ No! where does He live? This 
lad was 19 Years old.”” 


A group of school children reported that a lady liad 
spoken in their school and she swore all the time. A 
lady worker had given them the Gospel for the first 
time. 








THE GREAT WEST MISSION of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance was established in_1923 and is 
giving forth the Gospel via Gospel car, Gospel tents, 

orseback riders, Visitation, School and farm 
house meetings, literature, and radio. 
Over 100 adults professed conversion in one sum- 
mer. The work is a faith enterprise. 


PRAYER IS NEEDED 


Consecrated young men are needed. 
$5,000.00 needed for advance this year. 


Rev. J. H. WOODWARD, 
Supt. Great West Mission 
10940—83rd St., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


No Better Easter Gift 
Bibles -Testaments- Portions 


Ot Bouse Klad - tates teces 
For Home - Charch - School - Missionary Work 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Visit or write nearest Agency 

















New York Philadelphia Washington 
Richmond Cincinnati Chicago 
Dallas ver n Francisco 











Why experiment with 
wunfamiliar soaps and lotions 
Cuticura 
has brought relief and happiness for fifty years 


te millions all over the 
Soap 25c. Ointment 25c. and 50c. Talcum 25c. 





vention of the World’s Christian Funda- 





(Lesson for April 27) APRIL 12, 1930 


THE FULL GOSPEL LINE OF 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Fundamentally true to the Bible. A deep- 
| Ae bogs exposition of the International 


ssons for the home and for every de- 


Partment of the Sunday-school 
FOR USE IN ALL DENOMINATIONS 


Write for Free Samples and Prices 
aie Please address Room 10 

mer CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING co 

‘ ESTABLISHED [886 

THIRD ann REILY STS HARRISBURG - 
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PROPHECY 


An accurate Scriptural study. Tracing 
the Messiah through the Old and 
New Testaments. Should be. in the 
hands of every Bible loving Christian. 
SENT FREE. Write to 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 


2248 W: 








tchoact, 
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ue, New York City 


Ghe Sunday School Times 


President and Publisher 
Puitip E. Howarp 
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CuarLes GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is_ pub- 
lished weekly at.the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Centrai and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 


for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 58 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. ne 

75 cents—Oné copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in 2 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 





323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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